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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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REDCAR LIST OF VISITORS

Lady Ricketts
Miss Rhodes

Miss Ricketts
Mr Wigham

Rev Mr & Mrs Rose & family
Mr & Mrs Busfield & family

Rev G A Walker
Mr R Poole

Rev Mr & Mrs Stubbs
Mrs Poole

Rev Mr & Mrs Ianson
J Hutton Esq & Mrs Hutton

Rev Jos & Mrs Charnock & family
Mr Smith

Capt Rudd
Mr & Mrs Shepherd

Thos Hustler Esq & Mrs Hustler
Mr & Mrs Imeson

Mr R Hustler
Misses Rudd

Mr Oates
Mrs Barker

Miss Parkin
Mrs & Miss Forster

Mrs Knaggs
Miss Trumper

Mr & Mrs Marriner & family
Mrs Longhurst & family

Mr & Mrs Fowle & family
Mrs Laidler & family

Mr & Mrs Brigg & family
Mr G Cullingworth

Mr & Mrs Birchall
Mr Topham

Mr Barrett
W J Bagshaw Esq, Mrs Bagshaw, family

Mr Keighly
Mr & Mrs Johnson & family

Mr & Mrs Nicholson & family
Mr & Mrs Jno Nelson

Mrs F Backhouse & family
Miss F Gledhill

Misses Watson
Miss Milner

B Dunn Esq
Miss Kilvington

Mr Ayres & family
Mr & Mrs Ostcliff & family

Miss S Dalton
Mrs Procter

Mr Grant
Miss Weddle

Mr & Mrs Grant
2 Miss Richardsons

Mrs Whitelock & son
B Markland Esq

Mrs Smurthwaite
G T Harrison Esq

Miss Smurthwaite
Mr Whitehead

Mr R Pick
Mr Simpson

Mrs Fossick
Mrs Rhodes & family

Mr Wm Fossick
Miss Seaton

Mr Gatley
Miss Barrowby

Miss Gatley
Miss Richardson

Mr & Mrs Middleton & family
Mr Barrowby

Mr & Miss Dawson
Mr Mason

Mr Dangefield
Mrs Ryott

Mrs Spearman & family
3 Miss Jacksons

Mr & Mrs Maugham & family
Mr & Mrs Mackmay & family

Mrs Mewbank
Mr H Plews

Jno J Dresser Esq
2 Miss Manns

S George Esq
Mr & Mrs Craven & family

Mrs Kettlewell
Mr Davison

Miss Dale
Mr & Mrs C Powell & family

Jno Rudd Esq
Mr & Mrs Littledale & family

Miss Long
Mr & Mrs Backhouse

Rev Mr Coales
Mr Dawson

Mr Kitchinman
Mrs Wood & family

Mr & Mrs Russel & family
Mr & Miss Carter

Mr & Mrs Farrer
Richard Dickson Esq

Mr Pearson
Mr Thurley & son

Mrs Strangway
Jas Emerson Esq

THUNDER STORM

This district was visited on Thursday the 3rd ult by a dreadful storm of thunder and lightning, which passed towards Kildale and to Commondale.  Six young cattle, belonging to Mr John Webster, of the latter Township, were struck by the electric fluid, and killed on the spot.  The grass near the place was scorched and partly torn up.

MIDDLESBRO’ – AWFUL DEATH

An inquest was held before J P Sowerby Esq, and a respectable jury, on Monday the 30th of June, at the Whitby Abbey Inn, on the body of a sailor, called Richard Hutchinson, who came to his death under circumstances of a singular character.  On the Saturday night previous, deceased got into a boat near to the Dock Gates, Middlesbro’, for the purpose of going up the river to Stockton, in company with three other men.  He immediately laid down and fell asleep in the bottom of the boat.  When a few minutes had elapsed, he suddenly leaped up and threw himself into the river.  One of the men who was in the boat caught hold of deceased’s leg, but only having one arm, and deceased being a stout man, he was unable to hold him.  Several reports were circulated as to the wilful negligence of the parties in the boat, in using no effort to save the deceased, but after a careful inquiry the parties divested themselves of that charge.  The body was not found until the following night about the same hour.  Deceased had been rather intemperate for some time, and it is supposed he had either been asleep or affected with delirium tremens, at the moment he leapt overboard.  The jury’s verdict was that, “the deceased leaped out of a boat and was drowned, but why he leaped out of the boat no evidence thereof appeared to the jurors.”

FATAL ACCIDENT

On Friday the 4th ult, David Purvis, a boy about 14 years old, was playing upon some empty coal wagons, belonging to the Stockton and Darlington Railway Co. and got his head and breast so severely crushed between two of them, that he expired immediately.  An inquest was held the following day at the Fleece Inn, Middlesbro’, before Mr J Appleton, deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, coroner, when the jury returned a verdict of “accidental death”.

CRICKET

The return match between the Amateurs of Stokesley and Ormesby clubs was played on Monday the 21st ult, which terminated in favour of the latter by 37 runs.

A CARD

J CHAPMAN

STOCK AND SHARE BROKER

15 Dove Cote Street

STOCKTON

The York and other Lists received daily.

SOUTH STOCKTON

On the 11th ult an inquest was held before Mr J Appleton, deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, coroner, on view of the body of Mary Campion, a girl of 11 years of age, who had been missing from the 2nd ult, till the day previous to the inquest, when she was discovered floating in the River Tees.  On the day of her disappearance, she had been with a younger sister to school at Stockton, and on their way home, which is by the river side, she gave her satchel to her sister to take thither.  The young girl went home with the satchel, but some time elapsing and deceased not making her appearance, her parents, who reside close by the Suspension Bridge at South Stockton, became alarmed and went in search of her.  Not meeting with her, the distracted father and mother imagined she had fallen into the river, and consequently daily search was made.  During the time the deceased was missing, the most calumnious reports were circulated in Stockton and neighbourhood, insinuating that the girl had been ill-treated by her parents.  These reports, however, were satisfactorily proved, at the inquest, to be entirely devoid of truth.  The body of the deceased underwent a post mortem examination by Dr Pridie of Stockton, who expressed his opinion that there was no external mark to shew that the deceased had been treated with violence, and as there was not a tittle of evidence to prove that she had either accidentally fallen, or wilfully thrown herself into the river, the jury, after a careful and impartial investigation of the whole of the circumstances, which occupied upwards of four hours, returned a verdict of “found drowned”.

MIDDLESBRO’ – IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN CATTLE

On Tuesday the 21st ult, 27 fine Holstein oxen, the property of Messrs Snowball and Outhred of this place, butchers, were landed here from on board the Ester, Captain Trotter, from Cuxhaven;  and on the following day the ship Newport arrived from Hamburgh with twenty-four head of Cattle and twenty-seven Pigs for the same parties.

NARROW ESCAPE

On the 22nd ult, a dandy Commercial man, having the appearance of a Jew, engaged a Horse and Gig at the Black Swan Hotel, Stokesley, to go to Ayton;  on his return, when approaching the town the horse happened to break into a canter, which the dandy mistaking for a runaway gallop, threw the reins away, and made his escape over the back of the gig.  The horse feeling itself at liberty, galloped into the town at a furious rate, to the imminent danger of her Majesty’s subjects, close by the shop windows, breaking glass and carrying off caping stones, but no other accident occurred.  If the same gent should apply again for a conveyance, we should recommend the Landlord of the Black Swan to supply a similar beast to that on which Balcam rode, to prevent the recurrence of a similar adventure.

BIRTHS

On 1st ult, at Priestcroft near Skelton, the wife of Mr D T Petch, Farmer, of a son.

On the 9th ult, at Skelton, the wife of Mr James Cook, of a daughter.

On the 12th ult, at Skelton, the wife of Mr Thomas Borrow, of a son, still born.

On the 28th of June, at Stokesley, the wife of Mr James T Brown, Printer, of a son.

On the 1st ult, at Kirby, the wife of Mr Ruecastle, Architect, of a son.

On the 3rd ult, at Marton, the wife of Mr J Corner, of a son.

On the 8th ult, at Stokesley, the wife of Mr Henry Hunt, of a daughter.

On the 11th ult, at Stokesley, the wife of Mr J Bulmer, of a son.

On the same day, at Marton, the wife of Mr David Lincoln, of a daughter.

On the 13th ult, at Stokesley, the wife of Mr Robt Flounders, of a daughter.

On the 14th ult, at Kirby, the wife of Mr Francis Walker, of a daughter.

On the 16th ult, at Great Ayton, the wife of Mr Matthew Thurlow, of a daughter.

On the 17th ult, at Ingleby Greenhow, the wife of Mr John Robson, of a daughter.

On the 18th ult, at Battersby, the wife of Mr William Neasham, of a son.

MARRIAGE

On the 5th ult, at Skelton, by the Rev W Close, Mr George Thompson, Farmer, to Miss Margaret Dale.

DEATHS

On the 4th ult, at Great Broughton, Mr John Wynn, Farmer, aged 77.

On the 8th ult, at Newby, Mary Ann, daughter of Mr Thomas Dale, aged 8 years.

On the 10th ult, at Stokesley, Mrs Jane Baxter, aged 77 years.

On the 12th ult, at Stokesley, Ann, wife of T Appleton, aged 30.

On the 12th ult, at Hilton, Mr William Wilson, aged 84.

On the 18th ult, at Stokesley, Mr John Wrightson, aged 55.

On the 21st ult, at Newham, Mrs Mary Suggitt, aged 90.

On the 26th ult, at Redcar, Mr James Carter, aged 80, who was much respected by all who knew him.

On the 27th ult, at Easby, Hannah Wood, aged 22.

TWEDDELL’S YORKSHIRE MISCELLANY, AND ENGLISHMAN’S MAGAZINE, LONDON:  W BRITTAIN;  STOKESLEY, GEORGE TWEDDELL.

This Magazine has reached its fifth number, and continues improving in the quality of its articles, and the talent of its contributors.  The present number is much superior to its predecessors, and the Magazine bids fair to become a credit to the editor, and a standard Yorkshire Quarterly.  The scientific articles, one on the nature and properties of water, by John Toy, and the other a continuation of Mr Ord’s remarks on the sympathy between the body and mind, are equal to many we have seen in the London periodicals.  The Hobkirk papers still retain their interest, and the tales of the Old Bachelor continue to be truthful pictures of real life.  The poetry is well chosen, and the legend of the White Butterfly by W G J Barker, is one of extreme beauty.  We sincerely wish Mr Tweddell success;  and if he keeps up to the standard of his present number, we have no doubt but his magazine will ultimately become a profitable undertaking.
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