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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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SHEEP STEALING

For some time past sheep stealing has been carried on to a considerable extent in the neighbourhood of Newton.  About three weeks ago, Mr Wardell, farmer, Pinchingthorpe, lost a sheep, and suspicion falling on a man named Thomas Johnson, labourer, in the employ of William Simpson, Esq, of Pinchingthorpe, Mr Ballard, the police officer of the Langbaurgh West Association for the Prosecution of felons, proceeded on Monday, the 4th ult to Johnson’s house, in Newton, with a search warrant, and discovered in a cow-house adjoining a quantity of mutton in salt.  Johnson was taken before the magistrates at Gisborough, on the following day, and committed to York Castle, to take his trial.

FIRE

About 9 o’clock on Tuesday the 5th ult, flames were observed issuing from a large hay-stack, the property of Lieut. Col. Hildyard, of Stokesley, but a plentiful supply of water being near at hand, by the unabated exertions of the people who had collected together, in less than half an hour the fire was completely extinguished.  It is supposed the stack had ignited by a sky rocket falling on it.

CRICKET

A match was played on Monday, the 25th ult, between the Broughton players and the Stokesley players, which ended by the latter winning with only one innings.

BROUGHTON

First Innings

Second Innings


T Blackburn, b. by Flint
1
not out
3

W Blackburn, ct. by Leng
2
caught by Flint
3

Reed, ct. by Fidler
3
caught by Flint
5

Hebron, run out
0
caught by Flint
8

Hindson, b. by Fidler
0
bowled by Halton
0

Garbutt, run out
5
caught by Halton
0

Joblin, not out
3
bowled by Flint
0

R Fell, ct. by Halton
1
caught by H Hodgson
1

Braithwaite, b. by Fint
0
bowled by Halton
3

E Fell, b. by Flint
1
bowled by Halton
2

Galloway, b. by Flint
0
caught by Iveson
0

Byes etc

8
Byes etc

6

Total
24
Total
31

STOKESLEY

First Innings


Fidler, st. by Hindson
0

Appleton, run out 
0

Halton, b. by E Fell
14

Allen, b. by Reed
3

Leng, run out
3

Flint, b. by Reed
0

H Hodgson, b. by Reed
4

Coates. ct. by Hebron
33

Harrison, run out
7

Thompson, not out
5

Iveson, b. by Reed
1

Byes etc
23

Total
93

STOKESLEY

The annual hiring for agricultural servants took place on the Market-days previous to Martinmas.  There was rather a thin attendance.  We understand the wages of those who accepted the “Godspenny” were about the same as last year.

FIREWORKS

On the evenings of Wednesday the 13th, and Monday, the 18th ult, the inhabitants of Stokesley and its vicinity were favoured with a splendid display of Fireworks, which were manufactured and fired by Mr LV Gyngell, from the Vauxhall Gardens, London.  There certainly was great praise due to Mr Gyngell, for his endeavours to please the immence numbers that gathered together both evenings.  It is needless for us to attempt any description of the magnificence of the displays.  After the Fireworks on Monday Evening, a Balloon, under the care of some gentlemen present, was set up, and caused no little excitement amongst the gazing multitude.

BIRTHS

At Stokesley, on the 29th Oct, the wife of Robert Palmer Esq, of a daughter.

At Great Busby, on the 24th ditto, the wife of Mr Thomas Hallgate, Farmer, of a daughter.

At Ingleby Greenhow, on the 24th ditto, the wife of Mr Joseph Hunton Farmer, of a daughter.

At Stokesley, on the 26th ditto, the wife of Mr Robert Hodgson, Draper, of a son.

At Kirby, on the 9th ult, the wife of Mr Joseph Gales, Cartwright, of a daughter.

At the same place, on the 17th ult, the wife of Mr William Walker, Farmer, of a daughter.

At Marton, on the 3rd ult, the wife of Mr Joseph Ingledew, Shoemaker, of a son.

At Great Ayton, on the 7th ult, the wife of Mr Thomas Parlour, Farmer, of a daughter.

At Hilton, on the 11th ult, the wife of Mr John Matson, of a daughter.

At Easby, on the 19th ult, the wife of Mr Robert Dawson, Farmer, of a son.

At Stokesley, on the 16th ult, the wife of the Rev T Todd, of a son.

MARRIAGES

At Great Ayton, on the 31st of October, by the Rev J Ibbetson, R R Burgess Esq, of the National Provincial Bank of England, Stokesley, to Sarah, eldest daughter of the late Lieut. James Allen, R.N. of Forres, North Britain.

At the parish church of Danby, on the 28th ult, by the Rev Jos. Duck, Mr Peter Appleton, Tailor, to Mary eldest daughter of Mr Jonathan Frankland, of Fryup Hall, Farmer and Grazier.

DEATHS

On Saturday afternoon, the 23rd ult, in the 65th year of his age, after a lingering illness, which he bore with Christian fortitude, the Honorable Sir Robert Lawrence Dundas, Colonel of the 59th Regiment, and Lieutenant General in the British Army.  He was a member of the order of Freemasons, and was uncle to the present Grand Master, the Right Honorable the Earl of Zetland, and fourth son of the late Lord Thomas Dundas.  The deceased was M.P. for Richmond during the last administration, and was created a K.C.B. for his military exploits, which were highly distinguished, while the many years of his military career were worthy of imitation, and quite exemplary.  As a landlord he was most indulgent, and was considered quite a father to his tenantry.  The boundless acts of his charity were unparalleled, and the widow, the orphan, and the stranger will long and deeply feel in his death a loss quite irreparable.  He was a strenuous advocate for the education of the poor, and was the chief support of Loftus parochial school.  He was the sole patron of a Church Sunday School, consisting of upwards of one hundred children, whom he annually clothed; and also a singing school, from which the Loftus church choir was selected.  Truly his death will be long and sorrowfully felt, not only by his numerous friends and relations, but by men of every denomination in the neighbourhood.

On the 8th ult, at Great Broughton, Ann, the widow of John Hodgson, aged 61.

On the 9th ult, at Stokesley, William, son of Mr William Brown, Blacksmith, aged 8.

On the 14th ult, at Kirby, Mr Johnson Wilson, Tailor, aged 61.

On the same day at Stokesley, Mr T Sherwood, Butcher, aged 76.

On the 19th ult, at Easby, James, infant son of Mr R Dawson.
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