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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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TO EDMUND TURTON, ESQ., KILDALE

Sir

I regret exceedingly the appearance of an anonymous letter in my periodical of last month, headed “The New Poor Law”, in which there are some unwarrantable and unjust allusions to you, as the Chairman of the Stokesley Board of Guardians.

I was exceedingly to blame for allowing its insertion; - and would not, on any account have done so, had I carefully perused its contents, but my temporary absence from home, on business, was the reason of its finding a place there, and on that account, I beg your acceptance of this apology.

I assure you Sir, that the high respect and esteem which I have always entertained for you, in your Public as well as private capacity, would, independent of any other consideration, have deterred me from doing so.

I do hope that you will not for a moment impute the insertion of it to any disregard to your station, on the contrary, I am sorry that such a letter should have emanated from my office, and shall esteem it an honour to apologise to you personally.

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant

W Braithwaite

STOKESLEY BOARD OF GUARDIANS

For a time past considerable excitement has prevailed amongst the Guardians of the Stokesley Union, respecting the appointment of a Medical Officer.  It has, we regret, caused much unpleasantness, and in which, we ourselves have unfortunately and inadvertently been associated.

The vacancy occurred in consequence of Mr Loy resigning the office, he having had a misunderstanding with the Board, respecting the terms of some agreement.  We need not now mention, the various elections which were afterwards declared void by the Poor Law Commissioners, but we are happy to say that the dispute has been terminated by the majority of the Guardians requesting Mr L. again to accept the office on the terms he proposed in the first instance.  To this, we are informed, he consented, upon the Guardians admitting that no blame was attached to himself, and they considered the misunderstanding originated with the members of the Board.

As Mr Loy is elected for a limited period we trust that the unaccountable prejudice against some, and formal objections against others will be removed ere another election.

PRESTON SCHOOL 

The half-yearly examination of the Pupils in this School took place on Tuesday, the 19th ult – present John Grey Esq, J P Sowerby Esq, the Rev Baldwin Wake, and the Rev Thomas Todd.  Prizes were awarded to the following :-


Master Thos. Wilstrop – In Latin


Master Henry Appleton – In Geography


Master David Grey – Cyphering- 1st Class


Master John Davison – Cyphering – 2nd Class


Master Robert Palmer – Writing

This is the fifth examination in which Master Wilstrop has been successful in Latin.

THIS DAY, Jan 1st, 1844, IS PUBLISHED

To be continued monthly,

PART I, price 2s 6d

THE HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF CLEVELAND

by

J Walker Ord, Esq.

Late Editor of the Metropolitan Conservative Journal,

Author of England, an Historical Poem, etc

London:  Simpkin and Marshall; Edinburgh:  W Tait; Stokesley:

W Braithwaite, to the latter of whom Subscribers are requested forthwith to apply,

the impressions being limited to 750 copies.

BIRTHS

On the 4th ult, the wife of Jno. Williamson, Painter, of Stokesley, of a son.

On the 15th, the wife of Peter Walker, Joiner, of the same place, of a son.

MARRIAGES

On Wednesday, the 13th ult, at Acklam, by the Rev J Benson, the Rev J F Ellis, vicar of Pocklington, to Jane, second daughter of R Dobson Esq, Linthorpe.

On the 28th ult at the Register Office Stokesley, by Mr Robert Neasham, Mr Michael Peart, of Busby, to Mrs Marley of Carlton.

DEATHS

At Seamer, on the 3rd ult aged 39, Mary, the wife of Mr Daniel Sayer.

At the same place, on the 6th ult aged 81 Mr Francis Wild.

At Little Broughton, on the 5th ult aged 80, Mr Richard Galloway.

At Marton, on the 10th ult aged 38, Ellen Thistle.

At Great Broughton, on the 11th ult aged 14, Ann Talboys.

At the same place, on the 14th ult aged 10, Jane, the daughter of Mr Wm Coverdale.

At Middleton, on the 10th ult aged 51, Mr Bartholomew Goldsbro’, lamented by a wide circle of neighbours and acquaintance.

At the Vicarage, Ormesby, the residence of her son-in-law, the Rev Thomas Irvin, on the 15th ult aged 69, Phebe Hayes the wife of Capt. George Hayes, R.N.

At Stokesley, at the residence of Mr W Braithwaite, of consumption, on Tuesday, the 26th ult aged 18, Master Thomas Wayne Donaldson, much respected.

At Stokesley, on the 29th, aged 60, Simon Weatherill.

STOCK IN BILSDALE

On the 17th ult, some Stock belonging to Mr Wm Trousdale, a respectable farmer, in Bilsdale, did chase in a field, that which farmers call the Bree.
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