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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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CHURCH MISSION – STOKESLEY

Sermons were preached on Sunday, the 20th ult at Stokesley, Guisborough, Ayton, and Easby, by the Rev C Cator, and the Rev Charlton Lane M.A. the deputation from London.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

On Monday, the 21st inst the Cleveland District Committee of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, held their fifth anniversary in the Great Room of the Mill (late Blackett’s).  The Earl of Zetland, president of the society, took the chair a little after one o’clock, when we observed amongst the company – Sir Wm Foulis, Bart; Henry Vansittart Esq, J Wilson Esq, the Revs Charlton Lane, F Lipscomb, C Cator, T Cator, R J Barlow, J Ibbetson, T Todd, B Wake, - Metcalfe;  Messrs G Grenside, G T Hutchinson, J P Sowerby, Thomas Simpson, W Braithwaite, and a large company, although we have seen a greater number assembled.  In the evening a public meeting was held, which was more numerously attended.  The gross amount collected was £17 12s 5d.

WESLEYAN MISSIONS – REDCAR

On Sunday, the 20th ult Sermons were preached at Redcar, on behalf of the Funds of the Wesleyan Missionary Society, by the Rev Alfred Barrett, of Leeds, and the Rev J Rattenbury, of York.  The Public Meeting was held the following evening.  C Dove Esq, of Leeds, in the chair.  The Revs Messrs Barrett, Rattenbury, Hutton, and other friends addressed the meeting.  The attendance was numerous and highly respectable, and the collections liberal.

PEG NICHOLSON

Among other curiosities cherished by the late Duke of Sussex, and now brought to the hammer, was “the knife with which Margaret Nicholson attempted to stab George III”.  It will be known to many of our readers that this woman was a native of Stokesley, and that the knife alluded to was taken from the house where she lived as domestic servant, on the south side of Stokesley, now occupied by Mr Duck, the druggist.  A book called Wilson’s Wonderful Characters, in which is a portrait and history of this woman, was recently published by Mr Braithwaite.

POLICE INTELLIGENCE

August 12th 1843

On this day a special sessions for business relating to highways, was held at Stokesley.  Present Sir Wm Foulis, Bart. and Edmund Turnton Esq.

On the same day, Thomas Fletcher, of Middlesborough, Inn-keeper, was fined the sum of £3 and costs, for permitting disorderly conduct in his house and premises, on the 22nd of July last, and suffering persons to fight therein, and make a great disturbance at a late hour of the night, against the tenor of his license, and contrary to the statute.

Also on the same day, Elijah Byers, of Potto, Labourer, was convicted of having on the 2nd of August inst committed a trespass by entering and being in the day time upon land in the township of Potto aforesaid, in the occupation of Stephen Bowser, in search of Game contrary to the statute, and ordered to pay a fine of £2 and the costs.

On the same day, Robert Foxton, of Great Ayton, Butcher, was convicted of having on the 26th of June last, committed a trespass upon woodland in the township of Great Ayton, occupied by Joseph Jackson, in search of Game, and ordered to pay a fine of £1 and the costs.

Also on the same day, Robert Robinson, of Skelton, Carrier, having the charge of a wagon and a cart in the township of Acklam, on the 2nd of August inst did not keep the same on the left or near side of the road, ordered to pay a fine of £1 and costs.

Also on the same day, Robert Johnson, of Carlton, Tailor, was convicted of having on the 27th of July last, drove a horse and gig furiously in the town street of Stokesley so as to endanger the lives and limbs of the persons travelling along the highway, and ordered to pay a fine of 5s and costs.

August 26th 1843

A special sessions for transferring ale licenses was holden by adjournment at Stokesley, and appeals heard against the land and assessed tax assessments.  Present Sir W Foulis, Bart and E Turton Esq.

Upon hearing the complaint of Jonathan S Story, of Stokesley, Blacksmith, against Thomasin Johnson, of the same place, spinster, for having on the 17th of August, inst wilfully and maliciously broken a square of glass in the window of his dwellinghouse at Stokesley aforesaid, it was ordered that she pay the sum of 1s 3d for the damage and the costs.

ARRIVALS AT REDCAR

Lord and Lady Milton and family, Sir Wm Pennyman, Bart and Lady Pennyman, Capt Vincent, Rev Mr and Mrs Mitton and family, Rev Jos Mitton, Rev J W Middleton and Mrs Middleton, Rev Mr and Mrs Athill, Rev Mr Dixon, Rev A Barrett, Rev J Battenbury, Rev Mr Barker, Rev Mr Mason, Dr and Mrs Geldert, S George Esq, Mrs Strangeway, Dr and Mrs Outhwaite, Mr John Smith and Mrs Smith and family, Mr Morley, Mr and Mrs L Bradley and family, the Misses Lee, Master Lee, Mr Oates, Mr and Mrs Wilson, Mr and Mrs R Bainbridge and son, Mr Thompson, Mrs Other, Mr Sadler senr, Mr Sadler,junr, Mr Goodman, Miss Other, Mrs Topham, Miss Moone, Mrs and Miss Rapers, Mrs Body, Mrs Leighton, Mr and Mrs Thomas Fowle and family, Mrs Fowle, Wm Fowle Esq, Mrs Brooke and family, Mr Wilson, Captain and Mrs Ward, T K L Walker Esq, Mrs Walker, Mr and Mrs Graves, Mr Peacock, Mr Bateman, Miss Wood, Mr T Wood, Mrs Stainland and son, Miss Coverdale, Mrs Hirst, Mr Kitchen, Mr and Mrs Hammond and family, Mrs Huswell, Miss Karberry, Mr and Mrs Groves and family, Mr Kettlewell, Mr Kighley, John Robinson Esq, Miss Palpharamand, Mr Scott, C Usher Esq and Mrs Usher, Mr Thos Wrightson, Miss Armitage, Thos Robinson Esq , the Misses Robinson, Mrs Borvill and family, Mr and Mrs Hamilton, Miss Snowdon, the Misses Hall, the Misses Farrer, Mr and Mrs Parrington, Miss Bean, Miss Heslop, Mr John Heslop, Mr Ralph Heslop, Mr and Mrs Shepherd, Mr and Mrs Morton, Mr and Mrs Pick, Mrs Bowman and family, Mr and Mrs Jaques and family, Thos Walker Esq, Mr William Phillips, Mr H Kirlew, Mr and Mrs Powell and family, Mr Conyers Hudson, Thomas Simpson Esq, Mrs Paul, Mr and Mrs T Rocliffe, Mrs Durham, the Misses Durham, Mr and Mrs Graham and family, Mr Smith, Mr Lofthouse, Mr and Mrs Lucas, Miss Saul, Mrs Baldwin, Miss Baldwin, Mr and Mrs Green, Mr Stockdale and family, Mr and Mrs Wilks, Mr Wilks, Mr Moss, Mr and Mrs Wheelhouse, Mr and Mrs Bradby and family, Mr and Mrs Holmes, Mr Reindhart, Mr J H Phillips, Mr and Mrs Backhouse and family, Mr Weatherill, Mr and Mrs Grange, Miss Thackray, Mr William Hall, Misses Dobson, Mr and Mrs Benyon and family, Mr Edward Shepherd, Mr Stephenson, Mr and Mrs Rayner, Mr and Mrs Smith, Miss Smeaton, Mr Smith, Mr Atkinson, Mr and Mrs Burrall, Mrs Hutchinson, Miss Pullan, Mr and Miss Rynott, Mrs and Miss Jowett, Mrs Smith, Mr and Miss Garbutt, Mr George, Mr and Mrs Yeates, R Busfield Esq, Mr and Mrs Harewood and family, Mr and Mrs Wales, Miss Wales, Mrs Radford, Mr and Mrs Bilbrough, Mr Wilson, the Misses Wilson.

EXTRAORDINARY GROWTH

Mr George Mundle, junr. late gardener to the Rev C Cator, and now to the Rev E Smythe, of South Elkington, has reared, and has now growing in his frames, in Lincolnshire, two giant cucumbers of the enormous length of three feet ten inches, and three feet seven inches.  We are glad also to observe, that at the Horticultural Show at Horncastle, the same gardener obtained 56 prizes, for vegetables, fruit, and plants.

CORONER’S INQUEST AT MIDDLESBOROUGH

On Wednesday, the 23rd ult an inquest was held before John P Sowerby Esq and a respectable jury, on the body of Benjamin Brooks, captain of the brig Hope, of London which was laying in the Dock at Middlesborough.  It appeared from evidence, that the deceased on Tuesday night about nine o’clock, had put his cabin boy on shore with a boat, and on his return he had attempted to go on board another vessel.  Deceased’s wife heard a splash in the water and immediately gave the alarm – assistance was procured, and he was found about a quarter of an hour afterwards.  Deceased was twenty-nine years of age.  Verdict, found drowned.

PREMIUMS OF CARTOONS

The artists who obtained premiums of £100 each for Cartoons at Westminster Hall recently, were, Mr Frank Howard, Mr G V Rippingille, Mr F R Pickersgill Junr, Sir W Rose R.A., Mr Howard R.A., Mr F R Stephenoff, Mr J G Waller, Mr W C Thomas, Mr Marshall Claxton, and Mr E Courbould.  It gives us infinite pleasure to observe amongst the successful competitors, the name of Mr Marshall Claxton, nephew of Mr Benjamin Claxton, of Kildale.  The interesting subject for which the premium was awarded to this young artist was “Alfred, putting on the habit of a harper, went into the enemy’s camp, where he was everywhere admitted, and had the honour of play before their Prince;  having thus acquired a knowledge of their situation, he returned in secrecy to his nobility.”  The same gentleman, it may be observed, painted the “Death Bed Scene of the Rev John Wesley”, and the late Duke of Sussex, a few years ago, presented him with a medal for a painting exhibited at Somerset House.

APRICOT TREE AT SEAMER

A remarkable apricot tree, in front of the house of Mr Robert Waller, the King’s Head Inn, at Seamer, which averaged during the last five years, fifty-four dozen per year, has this present scarce year, produced the enormous quantity of forty-nine dozen and a half.

CRICKET – THIRSK v STOKESLEY

This certainly unequal match at the manly Game of Cricket came off at Bense Bridge Farm on Tuesday last.  The excitement was great, the day exceedingly fine and the attendance to witness it, very numerous.  The wickets were pitched a few minutes before ten o’clock in the morning, and the Thirsk men took their innings, which was very soon ended, for by the dexterity and watchfulness of the Stokesley Club, they were outed, after scoring the despicable number of 2.  Stokesley counted first innings 72.  The Thirsk men took their second innings, and scored 40.  Betting in the morning was decidedly in favor of Thirsk, but from the play we observed in the afternoon, there was no comparison whatever.  We subjoin a statement of the Game.

THIRSK

First Innings

Second Innings


Buckle b by W Harrison
0
caught by Halton
0

Dowker run out
0
bowled by Reed
2

Atkinson run out
0
not out
15

H Faint b by Reed
0
caught by Simonson
7

Stapleton s by Stockdale
1
caught by Handyside
1

G Faint b by W Harrison
1
caught by Simonson
0

Packer b by Reed
0
bowled by Reed
3

Pattison b by Reed
0
caught by Reed
0

Stephenson b by Handyside
0
caught by Dodsworth
3

Rymer not out
0
bowled by Reed
4

Horner c by Stockdale
0
bowled by Reed
0



Byes, etc
5

Total
2
Total
40

STOKESLEY – FIRST INNINGS

Halton bowled by Stapleton
6

Stockdale body before the wicket
4

J Ingledew bowled by Buckle
5

W Harrison not out
25

Reed bowled by Buckle
2

Simonson bowled by Buckle
5

W Ingledew bowled by Stapleton
0

Handyside Esq body before the wicket
10

Hodgson caught by Packer
4

R Harrison caught by Stephenson
0

Dodsworth bowled by Horner
0

Byes etc
11

Total
72

We understand the return match will be played at Thirsk, on Tuesday next.

MARRIAGES

On Thursday, the 24th ult at the church of St Saviour, by the Rev J Crosby, Mr J Sedgwick, of Deighton, near Northallerton, to Miss Robinson, sister to Mr John Robinson, Courier, of Swinton, near Malton and late of Stokesley

At Stokesley, on the 8th ult Joshua Mello Esq of Great Busby, to Miss Watson, of Easby near Stokesley.

At Stokesley, on the 10th ult Mr Wm Boville, of Swainby, Bleacher, to Miss Elizabeth, third daughter of Mr Wm Barker of Winley Hill.

DEATHS

On the 9th ult at Carlton, Thos Stephenson, Farmer, aged 87

On the 21st ult at Stokesley, Ann Thompson, aged 48

On the 24th ult same place, Hannah Fawcett Sowler, aged 22
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