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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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Vol. 1, No. 6.  June 1, 1843
POLICE INTELLIGENCE

13th May 1843.  Present Edmund Turton, Robert Hildyard and William Mauleverer, Esquires.  Upon the complaint of Lewis Frederick Greenbank of Faceby, Shoemaker’s apprentice, against Thos. Dawson of Faceby, Labourer, for having on the 7th day of May inst. violently assaulted and beat him at Faceby aforesaid, and torn and destroyed his clothes.  Ordered to pay a fine of 6d and costs.

17th May.  Before Robert Hildyard, Esq.,  On this day, (on the examination of Wm Ballard of Stokesley, Police Officer) Robt. Mason was convicted of vagrancy at the township of Hemlington, and committed to the house of correction, at Northallerton, to hard labour for twenty-one days.

19th May.  On this day, (on the examination of Thos. Eldon of Great Ayton, Constable) John Evans of Stockton, in the county of Durham, Mariner, was convicted of vagrancy, at the township of Great Ayton, and committed to the house of correction, at Northallerton, to hard labour for twenty days.

3rd May.  Before Edmund Turton Esq.  On this day, (on the examination of Wm Ballard of Stokesley, Police Officer) Ingus Mac Free of Fort William, in Invernesshire, was convicted of vagrancy in the township of Marton, on the 22nd inst. and committed to the house of correction, at Northallerton, to hard labour for fourteen days.

27th May.  Present Edmund Turton and J B Rudd, Esquires, and the Rev H Clarke, junior.  Upon the information of William Hugill of Bilsdale, Midcable, farmer, against Jos. Richardson and Jno. Bowman, both of Hutton Rudby, Colliers, for having on the 20th inst. wilfully and maliciously consumed the grass growing in some fields occupied by the said William Hugill, by depasturing a number of ponies, mules and asses therein, the property of Lord Feversham.  Ordered that they pay the sum of £2 2s for the damage, and also the costs, to be paid before the ninth of this month.

Upon the information of Jos. Coulson of Sexhow, against Thos. Pearson of Stokesley, for having on the 9th inst. unlawfully attempted to take and destroy the fish in the river Leven, in the township of Sexhow, in which Sir Wm Foulis, Bart. hath a private right of fishery.  Ordered that he pay the costs.

Upon the information of James Kitching of Whorlton, against Jno Homely son of James Homely of Whorlton aforesaid, for having on the 13th inst. broken three squares of glass, in a window of the dwelling-house occupied by him, the said James Kitching.  Ordered that he pay 9d for the damage, and also the costs.

STAITHES

Of the many curiosities and odd subjects in nature, Staithes may boast of its share, not only as regards the locality of the place, but the interesting class of society;  amongst the rest is its common crier, which in reality is a Bell-woman not a Bell-man.  Numerous singular subjects she calls in the course of a year?  A short time ago the village was visited by a rather novel Razor Grinder, with a machine for the purpose of setting an edge which was turned by dogs:  he not only contented himself with this avocation, but also professed lecturing on Teetotalism.  On this occasion, he employed the well known Old Poll to call the attention of the public to his intended harangue, on the evil and folly of moderation.  The following is verbatim from the mouth of the talented crier.  “A Teetotal lecter te neet it Ranter Meeting House at seaven o’clock;  --‘t Razer Grunder at gangs we dogs;  -- it Ranter Meeting House te neet at seaven o’clock”.

TEMPERANCE

Mr T B Thompson from Leeds delivered a lecture on the subject of Teetotalism, on Tuesday, the 9th ult in the Bethel Chapel Stokesley.  The attendance was good – and from the attention which seemed to pervade the meeting, we should be inclined to infer that the Lecture was not like “Water spilt upon the ground, which cannot be gathered up again – but, like seed sown, which after due time, will spring forth and produce an abundant harvest”.

MISS SUSANNA MANN

We are informed that Miss Susanna Mann, an accomplished vocalist is about to leave Lofthouse for Drury Lane Theatre, London.  She has been under the tuition of Mr Bradley for the last twelve months, by whom she has been instructed, according to the approved plan of Messrs Hullah and Wilheim.

A SPLENDID SHOT

A Gamekeeper residing not a 100 miles from Kildale being actively engaged with the deadly weapon (the gun), in the latter part of April last, chanced to fall in with nine woodcocks migrating to their native clime – where eight out of the nine was bagged, five out of the lot was killed in good style by a Farmer.  Two more by Mr O Tweddle, and very fortunately, to the great credit of the would-be flash-crack-shot – he at last popped a “drap or twa about the wame” of the eighth bird, which he in triumph secured, after a severe contest between Fire and Shot.

MR WILLIAM PHILLIPS

It is with pleasure that we observe amongst the number of successful candidates at the recent examination, at the Incorporated Law Society, Mr William Phillips, of Helmsley, recently clerk in the highly respectable office of W Gray Esq of York.  Mr W P has also been admitted an attorney of her Majesty’s Superior Courts at Westminster.

LOSS OF LIFE AT STAITHES

Another melancholy accident occurred on the 25th ult near Staithes – whilst two Fishermen named Matthew Robinson and John Manship were trunking or catching Crabs and Lobsters.  Being too near the shore, the Sea broke at the off-side of their coble, and completely knocked it down, precipitating the poor fellows into the deep.  Manship was seen (by men in another boat at a distance), to get upon the bottom of the coble several times, but the sea always washed him off, until exhausted, he finally perished.  Robinson was dragged out of the sea in a state of almost insensibility, by a fisherman named Thompson, and has recovered.

BIRTHS

On the 2nd ult. The wife of George Pearson, of Great Ayton, of a daughter

On the 5th ult. The wife of John Wilson, of Ingleby Greenhow, of a son

On the 7th ult. The wife of Thomas Richardson, of Faceby, of a son

On the 15th ult. The wife of Joseph Hunton, of Ingleby Greenhow, of a daughter

MARRIAGES

On Thursday May 4th at the parish church Hinderwell, by the Rev. W H Smith, A M Mr J Newton only son of the late Mr J Newton, Farmer, of that place, to Miss H Brown, second daughter of Captain T Brown, of Staithes.

On Tuesday the 9th, Mr Bryan Crossley, Joiner of Staithes, to Miss Ann Welford, Hinderwell.

The same day, at Stockton-on-Tees, James Appleton Esq of Hemlington to Miss Carlisle of the former place.

At Yarm, on the 23rd ult. Mr John Brignall of Stokesley, Carrier to Miss Jane Ramsdale, of the former place.

DEATHS

On the 4th ult at Stokesley, James Emerson Esq, aged 78

On the 7th ult at Hutton Rudby, the wife of John Sidgwick, aged 46

On the 10th ult at same place, Simon Kelsey, aged 85

On the 15th ult at Stokesley, Mary Moor, aged 22

On the 16th ult at same place, Christiana Carr, aged 52

On the 20th ult at Great Ayton, Mary King, aged 69

On the 23rd ult at Stokesley, Mary, daughter of John Wood, aged 7 years
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