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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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POLICE INTELLIGENCE

March 1st 1843, Before R Hildyard Esq.  On this day John Biggins, of Stokesley, labourer, was committed to the house of correction at Northallerton, to take his trial for having, on the 27th day of February last, stolen some bottles, the property of R C Farrow, of Stokesley.

March 18th.  Before R Hildyard Esq.  On this day, Thomas White, late of Bath, in the county of Somerset, was convicted of vagrancy, at the township of Marton, on the 17th ult.  Committed to the house of correction at Northallerton, to hard labour for one calendar Month.

March 23rd.  On this day, John Sexton, of Great Ayton, was committed to the house of correction at Northallerton, for trial, on a charge of having stolen a quantity of iron from the shop of Mrs Harrison, of Easby.

March 27th.  Before Sir William Foulis, Bart.  On this day, Alexander Robinson, was convicted of vagrancy, in the township of Marton, on the 17th ult.  Committed to the house of correction at Northallerton, to hard labour for one calendar month.

BIRTHS

On 23rd February, at Easby, the wife of Mr Joseph Garbutt, farmer, of a daughter

On 24th February, at Hilton, the wife of Mr William Nightingale, of a daughter

On 27th February, at Easby, the wife of William Barker, farmer, of a daughter

On 2nd March, at Great Busby, the wife of Mr John Shepherd, of a son

On 4th March, at Tolesby Hall, Marton, the wife of C H Rowe Esq of a daughter

On the 8th at the Rectory, Stokesley, the wife of Geo. Cator Esq of a son

On 17th March, at Battersby, the wife of Mr John Fell, of a son

On 20th March, at Ingleby Greenhow, the wife of Mr John Watson, of a daughter

On 22nd March, at Marton, the wife of Mr Robert Harper, farmer, of a daughter

On 27th March, at Nunthorpe, the wife of Mr John Oxendale, farmer, of a daughter

DEATHS

On 12th March, aged 87, Christiana Johnson, of Marton

On 17th March, aged 53, Sarah, the wife of Mr Fishburn, farmer, Little Broughton

On 23rd March, Mary, infant daughter, of Mr Robert Harper, of Marton

On 27th March, aged 14, Ann, daughter of Mr Thomas Iveson, of Stokesley

ALARMING FIRE

Early on Saturday evening last, the Inhabitants of Stockton-on-Tees, were warned, by the ringing of the Fire Bell, that some accident had taken place.  Shortly afterwards, the flames were seen to issue from the premises in the occupation of Mr Tindall, Joiner and Cabinet-maker, in Bishop Street, and in a short time, although two engines were caused to play on the burning pile, the roof fell in with a tremendous crash and the building was nearly a ruin.  Fortunately the adjoining premises, which contained a large quantity of Oil, were preserved from the fiery element, or the accident would have been still more disastrous.

ELECTION OF PARISH OFFICERS

The Annual Meeting for inspecting the accounts of the Surveyors of the Highways, and Overseers of the Poor, and for electing Officers for each, for the ensuing year, took place on Thursday evening, the 23rd ult., in the Vestry of the Parish Church of Stokesley.  The meeting was numerously attended, and Mr J S Pratt, High Constable for the West division of Langbaurgh, occupying the Chair, the business of the evening was pretty quietly disposed of.  The accounts were passed.  Mr John Braithwaite and Mr R C Farrow were-elected to their Offices as Overseers of the Poor.  As Surveyors of the Highways, Mr W Weatherill and Matthew Adamson were elected;  also Mr James Bartram as an Assistant Surveyor, with a salary of £10 per annum.

CRICKET MATCH

A match at Cricket took place at Swainby, on Tuesday the 14th ult, between the Amateurs of Ingleby Greenhow and Swainby.  The game was not well contested, as the Swainby players beat the Ingleby ones by nearly 40 notches.  We understand that a return Game will shortly be played at Ingleby Greenhow, by the same competitors.

EXTRAORDINARY FLIGHT OF WOODCOCKS

On Monday, the 27th ult the Game Keeper of Sir Wm Foulis, Bart, unattended by any Beaters, shot 15 Woodcocks – and on the following day shot 6 out of the 14 he saw.
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