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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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POLICE INTELLIGENCE

February 4th 1843.  Present Sir William Foulis, Bart. Edmund Turton, and Robert Hildyard Esquires.  Upon the complaint of John Watson, of Ingleby Greenhow, woodman, against Elizabeth Goldsbrough, of Hutton Rudby, for having on the 30th of Jan. done damage to a quantity of topwood, at the township of Skutterskelfe, the property of Sir William Foulis.  Ordered to pay one penny damage and costs, on or before the 25th of February.

February 25th 1843.  Present Edmund Turton and Robert Hildyard, Esquires.  Upon the complaint of John Farndale, of Coatham Conyers, in the county of Durham, against Thomas Hugill, of Bilsdale, and James Skeene, of the same place, for having on the night of the 21st of January last, at the township of Stokesley, obstructed the free passage of a certain highway, by riding a race in the dark, and damaging a gig and harness driven by J Farndale and James Drummond.  Skeene was fined £2 and costs, and Hugill £2 damages and costs.

Upon the complaint of E C Gernon, against John Dale, of Stokesley, for having obstructed the free passage of a certain highway, at the township of Great Ayton, on the 29th of January last, by leaving a wagon.  Fined 5s and costs.

Upon the information of George Black of Broughton against   - Walker and – Howe, both of Stokesley, for having destroyed some trees in a plantation, at the township of Broughton aforesaid, the property of William Grey Esq.  Ordered to pay 5s each.

WILLIAM BIGGIN

A person named William Biggin, a retired yeoman, was convicted a few days ago before the magistrates in their capacity of Tax Commissioners, and fined in the mitigated penalty of twenty pounds and treble duty, for having assisted his son-in-law to make a false return of the property held by him, and liable to the Income Tax.

MR SALES, COWKEEPER

On Monday last a person, named Sales, who is a cowkeeper, residing in ---, bought a quantity of muscles for consumption; on opening one of them, he found it contained a gold ring, which he has now in his possession.  We leave the cause of its singular locality to the researches of the marvellous.

TREMENDOUS STORM

On the 4th of February, the vale of Cleveland and its suburbs, were visited with a storm which was very disastrous in its consequences.  A window on the north side of the Parish Church of Stokesley, was blown into the body of the Church.  Also some of the farm buildings, belonging to Mr John Braithwaite, together with stacks of corn, were blown down, and two young beasts buried in the ruins.  They were, by timely assistance, rescued from the mass, and we have since heard of their recovery.

NORTHALLERTON CANDLEMAS HORSE FAIR

This annual Fair, for which this town is noted throughout Yorkshire and most parts of England, commenced on Monday, the 6th of February, and was well attended by a great number of horse-dealers from the Metropolis, and also from foreign parts.  As is generally the case on such occasions, good horses met with a ready sale, while on the contrary those of an inferior description met with a dull reception.  We understand there has been a better sale for horses during this fair, than for some years previous, though the prices in comparison were low.  Owing to the indefatigable exertions of the policeman, many of those light-fingered gentry and sharpers, who generally infest such places, were prevented from playing their pranks on the unsuspecting countrymen: so that throughout the whole fair, we have not heard of any robbery or swindling whatever.

GUISBOROUGH

The annual Ploughing Day came off at this place on Monday the 13th ult.  The candidates were pretty numerous, and evidently took great interest in the contest, and showed some excellent specimens of ploughing.  At the conclusion of the day, the judges Messrs Simpson, Hudson, and Dixon, gave the two first prizes to W Lawson, and Thomas Eston, the same who won last year, though in a different position, Lawson having been second.  At four o’clock an excellent dinner was provided by Mr Booth of the Cock Inn, W Hart in the Chair, and W Simpson Esq in the Vice Chair, and the conviviality was sustained with great animation.

SUICIDE

A man of the name of William Watson, a turner of Northallerton, committed suicide, on Wednesday, the 15th of Feb. by hanging himself from the bed-post in his lodging room.  An inquest was afterwards held on the body by Mr Dinsdale, coroner, when a verdict of temporary insanity was returned.

REDCAR BALL

The Redcar Ball took place at Mrs Sowray’s, the Red Lion Inn, on Friday the 17th.  Upwards of forty Ladies and Gentlemen were present, and it is worthy of remark, that no card party was formed, but all that were present, joined in the dance, which was kept up with great zest until half-past six o’clock on Saturday morning.  The entertainment was sumptuous, as is always the case, at that justly-celebrated Hotel.

HALES, THE GIANT

Master Hales, said to be the tallest, heaviest, and finest proportioned man in England, and only 22 years of age, was exhibited at Stokesley, on the 6th and 7th of February.  He stands nearly eight feet high, with great muscular powers.

MARVELLOUS

A few days ago, as some sawyers at Whitby were cutting up the trunk of a tree, they discovered in the centre a wren’s nest, with three eggs quite perfect, encircled by about two feet of solid wood.  The nest and eggs are in the possession of Mr Wm Clark, Harbour Master of that place.

NEW POTATOES

Such has been the mildness of the season, that Mr J Reed of Marton, entertained his friends at supper the other evening with, amongst other good things, new potatoes grown in the open air, protected only by a wall.

CHRISTENING

The infant daughter of Serjeant Vickers, of the Foot Guards, was christened in the Parish Church of Darlington, a few days ago, when the child’s grandfather, grandmother, great grandfather, and great  grandmother stood sponsors.

WEST DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION

The Ploughing Match, in connection with this division, advertised to take place on the 16th ult, and on account of the frost, postponed to the 28th, took place yesterday.  The weather was anything but favourable, showers of snow and rain falling most of the day;  however from forty to fifty Ploughers assembled in the fields of competition, and in spite of wind and weather, completed their work admirably.  The judges were Mr Black, Mr John Peirson, and Mr J Parrington.  Premiums were awarded as follows :-

First Class - Ploughmen

To John Pierson, servant to Richard Johnson, 3 sovereigns.

To William Wilson, servant to Mrs Wilstrop, 2 ditto.

To Luke Cummins, servant to W Lofthouse, 1 ditto.

Second Class – Ploughboys under 18 Years of Age

To Peter Donaldson, son of James Donaldson, 2 sovereigns.

To Thomas Peiry, servant to Ralph Benton, 1 sovereign.

To Thomas Priestman, servant to W Coates, half-a-sovereign.

Third Class – Boys under 16 Years of Age

To Jos Fletcher, servant to Joseph Fletcher, 2 sovereigns.

To William Nightingale son of Thomas Nightingale, 1 do.

To W Richardson, servant to Thomas Wilson, half-a-sovereign.

BLACK SWAN HOTEL DINNER

Upwards of 40 Gentlemen partook of a sumptuous dinner, at the Black Swan Hotel, amongst whom we observed, (Lieutenant Colonel Hildyard in the Chair}, Sir William Foulis Bart, Edmund Turton Esq, Captain Healey, J P Sowerby, James Wilson, G T Hutchinson, J W Smith, W Simpson, R Hymers, G Petty, I Black, W Garbutt, J Peirson, J Parrington Esquires.  On account of the information coming so late to hand, we are unable to quote the eloquent speeches made by many of the gentlemen who were present.

BIRTHS

On the 3rd ult, the wife of Robert Suggitt, of Seamer, of a daughter.

On the 5th ult, the wife of Mr Garbutt, Marton-Moor House, of a son.

On the 12th ult, the wife of Mr G Yorke, of Great Ayton, of a son.

On the 26th ult. the wife of Mr James Sowler, Copper-plate Printer, Stokesley, of a daughter.

MARRIAGE

On Tuesday, the 14th of February at the Parish Church, Howden, by the Rev. T Guy, M.A., Vicar, 

Mr Rushforth to Mary, the third daughter of the late Mr W Pratt, of Stokesley.

DEATHS

Lately at Newcastle, (whither she had gone on a visit) Eliza, the third daughter of Robert Dobson Esq of Linthorpe, aged 22.

On the 6th ult. aged 86, William Rayner of Stokesley

On the 12th ult. aged 70 Sarah Skilbeck, of same place.

On the 18th ult. aged 19 Joseph Gill, of same place.

On the 20th ult, aged 11, Mary Jane Martin, of the same place.

On Thursday the 9th ult, aged 14, William, the youngest son of Mr Robert Coulson, of Coatham Mill.

On Tuesday, the 14th ult at Guisborough, very suddenly, Elizth. Harrison.  She had been out at work, and on arriving home, complained of a pain at her heart, and before Medical advice could be procured, the vital spark had fled.

AWFULLY SUDDEN DEATH

On Wednesday evening last, Mr James Crummey of Stokesley, Chemist, died of Apoplexy, aged 73.  He had taken his tea as usual, about five o’clock, and at eight fancied he had caught a little cold, and complained of a head ache.  Soon after he was heard to fall, and was found by the maid servant and others, but life was fast ebbing.  On the arrival of Mr L F Crummey, which was almost immediate, he breathed his last. 
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