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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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POLICE INTELLIGENCE

January 14th   Before Edmund Turton, R Hildyard, and Wm Mauleverer, Esquires.  On this day, John Wardle, of Stokesley, labourer, was committed to Northallerton, charged with feloniously stealing from a shop in Stokesley, some beef the property of Robert Hildyard, Esq.  (Afterwards bailed out.)

January 18th.  Before R Hildyard Esq. On this day, Joseph Ingham, of Rusham, in the county of Lancaster, labourer; John Smith, of Rockcliffe, in the said county of Lancaster, labourer; and John Wilkinson, of Watford in the county of Hertford, labourer; were convicted of vagrancy, on the 17th, at the township of Ormesby.  Ingram and Smith committed for 14 days, and Wilkinson for 21 days.

January 25th.  This day, Edward Lindley, of Barnsley, labourer; and Samuel Middleton, of Paisley, labourer; were convicted of vagrancy at the Township of Stokesley, on the 24th.  Committed for 30 days.

January 28th.  Before Sir Wm Foulis, Bart. and R Hildyard, Esq. William Carter of Hutton Rudby, weaver, for having on the 7th ult. Committed a trespass on the farm and lands in the occupation of Leonard Appleton, in search of game.  Fined £2 and costs.

January 28th 1843.  Jas. Whitelock, of Broughton, shoemaker, for being drunk, at Broughton, on the 11th of December last.  Fined 5s and costs.  And Thomas Whitelock was also fined in the same sum for a similar offence.

THE CLEVELAND HOUNDS

This justly-famed and excellent Pack of fox-hounds met on Tuesday, the 24th ult at Nunthorpe.  The weather proving highly propitious, a good field congregated, amongst whom we noticed A Newcome Esq, E Turton Esq, Master Dryden, Messrs Parrington, Pearson, Jackson, Thomas, two Garbutts etc.  A bag fox having been provided for the occasion, the “sly un” was turned off in a field near the village.  The gallant pack readily took hold and whisked him away at a rattling pace to Ormesby, and from thence without much breathing time to Eston, at which village he was killed, after as gallant and spirit-stirring a run as ever was witnessed.

It is but just to observe that the Cleveland hounds never came out under more favourable auspices than at the beginning of this season, and never had huntsman more fully and faithfully discharged his onerous duties, than the highly-valued and respectable leader of the Cleveland Hunt.  Long may he live to hear the enchanting music of his little pets.

REMARKABLE CIRCUMSTANCE

A small apricot tree, fronting the house of Mr Robert Waller of Seamer, is now in full bloom.  During the last five years the same tree has brought to perfection each year on an average 54 dozen of apricots, besides a quantity which were plucked before they were ripe.

SEAMER BALL

This took place on the 12th of January, when about 60 highly respectable parties “trip’t it on the light fantastic toe”.  The evening was passed in the most delightful manner, and the company did not separate till an early hour in the morning.  Great credit is due to the managers for their arrangements, and to Mrs Waller the landlady, for the sumptuous entertainment provided on the occasion.

REDCAR LIFE BELTS

Our correspondent at Redcar informs us that in addition to the Whitby life boat, the Redcar committee have procured life belts and buoys for that part of the coast under their direction, which will no doubt impart additional confidence to those gallant men who are ever ready to risk their lives, to save their fellow-creatures from a watery grave and will be a great means of preventing those heart-rending occurrences which have so often caused the wife to lament the loss of a husband, and the child its parent.

COATHAM

At this place, during the last week, a quantity of small coal washed on shore, which has proved a god-send to the poor, at this cold season.

NORTHALLERTON

Much interest has been excited in this town amongst the lovers of music, by the arrival of professor Davies, from Newcastle:  who is giving instructions in singing, after the same system which Hullah is now teaching in Exeter-Hall London.  A large public class has been formed consisting of the church singers and many others, which, by the kindness and liberality of the Vicar, the Rev T B Stuart, and other lovers of the science, is taught gratuitously.  Nearly the whole of the Sunday School teachers have also formed themselves into a class, and are receiving private instructions on the same system.

KILDALE

A cow belonging to Mrs Livesey, of Kildale, had on the 11th of January, twin calves, the prettiest we ever saw:  perfectly white, and of beautiful symmetry.  This is not the first occurrence on this farm, as Mrs Livesey has now twins fattening for sale, the admiration of farmers and agriculturists in general.

CHARITABLE BEQUEST

The yearly dividend arising from £635 18s 8d three per cent consols was last month distributed to the poor of the three villages of Lackenby, Lazenby, and Wilton.  The principal was given by the will of John Jackson Esq late of the colony of Essequibo, West Indies, to be invested on government security, and the dividends to be for ever distributed by his heir at law, among the poor of the above villages.  Lackenby was Mr Jackson’s native place.

HUTTON RUDBY

The annual meeting of the Hutton Rudby Association for the Prosecution of Felons, was held in the National school room, on the 2nd of last month, which was numerously attended by its members.  Mr Righton, of Rudby, was unanimously elected treasurer, in the place of the late Mr Harrison Terry; and Mr Jackson, solicitor.  The treasurer’s accounts were audited and passed, and several new members were proposed and admitted.

This Association was established in the year 1835:  it includes the townships of Hutton, Rudby, Sexhow, Skutterskelfe, Crathorne, and Potto.

“Hutton Rudby and Enterpen

Have more rogues than honest men.”

Some of our readers will recollect that this saying was proverbial to Hutton and the little village of Enterpen, which is a part of the town.  But a few years back these places were infested by a set of thieves, and, it is to be feared, murderers were amongst their inhabitants.  Now crime is rarely heard of, and this in a great measure may be attributed to the active exertions of the Association in detecting and bringing to justice the delinquents.

An excellent dinner was provided at the Wheat Sheaf Inn, by Mrs Rayney.  It was pleasing to notice the good feeling and conviviality which existed among a company of as loyal, true-hearted, and substantial farmers as our country can boast of:  men of the old school, and who remind us of the lines,




“When Adam delved and Eve span,




Who was then the gentleman?”

MOSES ROPER

This gigantic lecturer on American Slavery, visited Ayton on the 13th and Stokesley on the 14th ult.  The audience at both places was numerous and respectable.  The details of his attempts to escape from slavery, and the punishments to which he was subjected, on his recapture, were horrifying in the extreme, and calculated to “harrow up the soul“ of every auditor.  The lecturer’s object is, by the sale of a book, giving a minute account of his sufferings when a slave, to raise an amount adequate to the purchasing of his nine brothers and sisters from bondage.

NEW MAGISTRATE

G E W Jackson Esq was on the 3rd day of January last qualified as a Magistrate for the North Riding, and took his seat on the bench.

BIRTH

On the 28th of January at Oakland House, Stokesley, Mrs Pratt of a daughter.

MARRIAGES

On Thursday the 19th of January, Captain Samuel Wilson, of South Shields to Miss Mary Simonson of Stokesley.

Same day, Mr David Smith, of Middlesbrough, Stone Mason, to Miss Elizabeth Steel, daughter of Mr Thomas Steel, late of Long Newton, near Stockton.

A few days ago, Mr John Pybus, Farmer, Upleatham, to Mrs Blake, of Marske, whose united ages amounted to nearly seven score years.

DEATHS

On the 31st of December last, George Jackson Esq. of Tanton aged 56 years.

On Tuesday the 3rd of January, at Stokesley, Miss Williamson, aged 70.

On Thursday the 12th of January, at Stokesley, aged 39, Mr William Myers, Butcher.

On the 13th of January, aged 36, the Wife of John Richardson Esq of Langbaurgh.

At Redcar on the 18th of January, Mrs Hannah Denny, the Wife of John Denny, Pilot, aged 52.

GUISBROUGH

The old saying that “a green Christmas makes a fat Church-yard, has been painfully realized in Guisbrough.  During one month the mortality has been appalling and principally highly respectable inhabitants of long-standing.  Among others, we may enumerate since our last obituary:-

William Hickson Esq, aged 73 years, upwards of 44 years Chief Constable of Langbaurgh East.

William Corney Esq, aged 68.

George Clarke Esq, aged 49.

Mrs Pulman, Wife of Mr W Pulman, of the Post Office, aged 31, and numerous others.

MEDICAL NOTE

We may add during the last fortnight a very serious epidemic, affecting chiefly the cerebrum, the optic, ophthalmic, infra-orbital, and dental nerves; the sub-lingual and sub-maxilliary glands; the larynx, tharyx and bronchial tubes, has prevailed to a great extent here.  The symptoms of nervous depression and cerebral pain, are excessively violent and distressing, but give way to antimonids, counter-irritants, moderate bleeding and purgatives – especially croton oil.

SITUATION WANTED

As House Servant, Woodman, or Farm Bailiff, who can take the management of horses or cattle, and can have a character for industry, sobriety, etc.  Apply at the office of the Cleveland Repertory.
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