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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN SCHOOL AT AYTON

We do not know how we can better entertain our readers at the beginning of a new year than by turning their attention to the improvements in the state of education.  We would commence with the proposed School at Ayton, on the wide and liberal principle of imparting Christian Instruction to the children of all religious persuasions.  The Society of Friends, although they do not wish to take the credit to themselves, are known to be the principal movers in this affair, and a benevolent individual, one of their members, has offered to endow it.  To the exertions of that society, for the last century, this village is indebted principally for what has been done, either in the way of benevolence or improvement; and in a great measure for the employment of its inhabitants; and those who knew and revered the name of Nicholas Richardson, 40 years ago, and Joshua Bowron, of a more modern date, will not be willing to attribute to them any self seeking.  It is gratifying to observe those who have been blessed with a large share of this world’s prosperity, and who still only acknowledge themselves stewards of what they possess, disposed to “honour the Lord with their substance, and with the first fruits of their increase”.

We are favourable to sound religious education, in every form, and consequently we feel it our duty to contradict the report so current in the neighbourhood, that, the Society of Friends have a selfish motive in the establishment of this school, because, forsooth, the gentlemen of this persuasion being themselves liberally educated, have a higher opinion of education generally, than their neighbours, - because their pockets are more easy of access for so laudable a purpose, - and, because they are almost without exception, indefatigable men of business, who do not rest satisfied with the formation of schemes, but in a thorough-paced way persevere till their plans are reduced to practise.  We are aware, that the originator of this system of education was a “Friend”, but we have no grounds whatever for supposing that on this account it is to be a sectarian temple:  on the contrary.  The principles of the proposed School in connexion with the British and Foreign Society enable it to admit the children of parents of every religious denomination.  While it teaches the doctrines and precepts of religion from the page of Divine Inspiration itself, it excludes creeds and catechisms; and thus, occupying the ground of our common Christianity, it acts as a powerful auxiliary to Sabbath School instruction, and leaves untouched the formularies and discipline of particular churches.  On examining the list of persons proposed for officers to this establishment, we find those of the Society of Friends in the minority, which clearly justifies the statement we have made.
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The public meeting took place in the Parochial School room, on Thursday, the 14th day of December, at two o’clock in the afternoon, pursuant to due notice, for the purpose of appointing Trustees of the Boys’ and Girls’ Schools, intended to be erected in Ayton, upon the principles of the British and Foreign School Society, and choosing a committee of management, and on other business connected therewith.

John Richardson Esq in the chair

Thomas Richardson Esq having proposed to endow the said Schools with four shares in the Stockton and Darlington Railway, and a suitable site for the building having been procured; it was resolved:


That the proposal of Thomas Richardson Esq be thankfully accepted, and that a subscription be 

forthwith entered into for the purpose of defraying the expenses of such site and buildings.

Before the meeting separated, about £250, was reported to have been collected from a few individuals, and we have since heard that Lieutenant Colonel Hildyard has presented the munificent sum of £50 for the furtherance of this object.

DIED AT AYTON

On Sunday evening, the 18th ult after a severe and protracted illness, Thomas Loy Esq, Surgeon, aged 66 died.  Mr Loy was a practitioner of the old school, and possessed along with many eccentricities, a keen and searching talent, and was considered for a great many years eminently successful in the exercise of his profession.  He was particularly celebrated among his brother practitioners for rapidity of observation, correctness in pronouncing on disease, and rapid perception into the idiosyncrasy and physical constitution of the individual.  His loss will therefore be greatly felt, and with some failings, we may pronounce in the words of Shakespere, that it will be long ere we “look upon his like again”.

REV DR MOREHEAD

Died at Easington Rectory on the 13th December, much lamented and deeply regretted, the Rev Dr Morehead, aged 65.  He was possessed of considerable literary attainments, and had contributed largely during the earlier part of his life, to the various periodicals, in poetry, essays, and criticism.  He was also the author of various sermons, and theological works of much merit.  The Rev Doctor was nearly allied to the Lord Advocate of Scotland, (the celebrated Francis Jeffrey of the Edinburgh Review) through whose influence with Lord Brougham, he became possessed of the excellent living of Easington, in which he is succeeded by his Son.

TEMPERANCE

On Wednesday evening, the 14th ult a temperance meeting was held in the North of England Agricultural School-room, Ayton.  Mr George Dixon, was called to the chair.  After a short address from that gentleman, he called upon Mr Thompson, Agent for the North and East Riding, who addressed the audience on the evils and cost of intemperance, showing the benefit our country would derive from Teetotalism.  The Lecturer related several affecting anecdotes.  The attendance was numerous and very attentive.

TEMPERANCE

On Thursday evening, the 15th ult. a meeting was held at the Bethel Chapel, for the purpose of advocating the principles of true temperance.  Mr George Jackson of Hutton Rudby was called to the chair, when a short address at the opening of the meeting stated that if what Teetotallers had advanced was correct, it was the duty of every person to support the temperance movement; and answered the objection, that Christians would compromise their liberty by becoming Teetotallers, alluding to the Apostle Paul; and showed from the apostle’s writings, that Christians ought to become Teetotallers.  The chairman then took his seat and called upon Mr B T Thompson to address the meeting, who spoke of the time when Teetotalism was thought to be a mere visionary dream of the imagination, and then answered some of the objections brought against Teetotalism, showing the absurdity of stating such paltry objections against a subject of such vital importance.  The Lecturer’s mode of speaking was very pathetic.  From the Lectures we have heard, we think his mode is very similar to that of the celebrated Birmingham Blacksmith.

PRESTON SCHOOL

The half yearly examination of the scholars of this School took place on Tuesday the 26th ult.  Present Rev. Charles Cator, John Grey Esq. and Mr Wm Braithwaite.  The examination was conducted by the Rev. T Todd, Head Master, and various useful questions were judiciously proposed by the Rev. C Cator, the Chairman.  The subjects for examination were, Latin, Mathematics, English Grammar and Geography. 

The successful candidates for Prizes were, Thomas Wilstrop – Latin.  1st Class in Arithmetic – David Grey.  2nd Class in Arithmetic – Richard Coates.  Penmanship – John Waller.  English Grammar, Accounts, and Geography – William Waller.

WEST LANGBAURGH SCHOOLS

The examination of the children educated at these schools, took place on Thursday the 22nd of December:  present, Rev. C Cator, J Grey Esq., J P Sowerby Esq., Mrs J P Sowerby, Miss Cator, Miss Grenside and Miss Hannah Coates.

The children in each school gave much satisfaction to their patrons, the ladies and gentlemen present, and the following had prizes awarded to them.  Ann Myers, Ann Cummins, Mary Ruddock, Mary Wood, Naomi Shipley, Mary Jane Martin, W Waller, Thomas Bulmer, C Waller, C Hall, T Bullock, D Waller, W Pearson, W Honeyman, G Gibson, R Coates, J Coates, J H Thompson, J Gibson, J Richardson and W Laverick.

MR KING’S BALL

This annual Ball came off on Monday evening the 19th of December, and was as usual exceedingly well managed.  Owing to Mr King having taught the polite art, in this town for many years, and his talents for teaching being appreciated, many respectable families attended, and were much delighted with the proficiency of the young Ladies and Gentlemen under his care.  The repast served up by Mrs Pennington of the George and Dragon, gave universal satisfaction.

LECTURE ON WAR

Mr Geo Pilkington recently visited Ayton and Stokesley, and delivered at each place a powerful Lecture on the Sin of War.  Owing to the Public being convened to the Meetings a week previous to the arrival of the Lecturer, by a mistake in the date sent to his friends, the Lectures were not so well attended as might have been expected.

FATAL ACCIDENT

We are sorry to have to relate the death of the Rev Mr Montgomery of Bishopstone, Wiltshire, who was killed by the falling in of an Arch of a new Church.  He married some years ago, one of the daughters of the late Dean of York, and Rector of this place.

MARRIAGES

On Wednesday the 21st of December, at the parish Church of Tynemouth, by the Rev C Reed, Vicar, Stephen Temple Esq of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law, to Ellen, second daughter of the late Michael Robson Esq, of West Chirton House, Northumberland.

On the same day, at Ayton, Mr Cavallier, cabinet maker, Whitby, to Miss Elizabeth Humphrey, of the former place.

DEATHS

On Saturday, the 10th, aged 80, Mr William Breckon; and on the same day at Dale House, aged 76,

Mrs Jane Moon his sister, relict of Mr Isaac Moon.

On Thursday the 29th ult, Ann the wife of Mr Thomas Blackburn, of Ingleby Greenhow, aged 66.

On Tuesday the 13th of December, at Easington Rectory, in this district, aged 65, the Rev Robert Morehead, D.D. formerly Rector of Easington.

On Sunday, the 18th, aged 66 years, Thomas Loy Esq, M.D. of Great Ayton, who has practised successfully in this district for upwards of 40 years.

CHAPEL ANNIVERSARY STOKESLEY

The Public are respectfully informed, that

T H R E E   S E R M O N S

Will be Preached in the

WESLEYAN CHAPEL, AT STOKESLEY,

On SUNDAY, the 8th of JANUARY, 1843,

For the benefit of the Trust funds of that Place of Worship.

MR THOMAS ATLAY, from Sheriff Hutton,

At half-past 10 in the morning, and

The REV. MATTEW BANKS, of Northallerton

Late Missionary in the West Indies, at 2 o’clock in the afternoon,

and at 6 in the evening.
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