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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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STOCKTON-ON-TEES – SPLENDID CROP

On Wednesday week, a sheaf of Chevalier wheat lay for public inspection in the shop of Mr Jennett, bookseller, Stockton.  The sample was greatly admired by all who saw it.  The heads were uncommonly large and full, the corn weighty, and the straw between five and six feet in length.  The sheaf was taken promiscuously from an eleven acre crop of wheat grown in a field belonging to Mr Joseph Hardy of Hartburn, near Stockton, and which crop averages about sixty stooks to the acre, and three bushels a stook.

ALLOTMENTS

The Rev J Browne, of Carlton, has set an example worthy of being imitated by the landowners in every parish.  He has divided five acres of land into Cottage allotments, and notwithstanding the unfavourable season, the crops are good, and the occupiers are both delighted with their success, and content with their profit.  One of the latter, while viewing with pride his little plot, was heard to say, “this portion will pay my rent, that will pay for labour and cover expences, and the rest is my profit;”  and a very pretty profit it was.  So eager are the other parties in the parish to obtain allotments, that Mr Browne has resolved to divide five acres more in the same manner, in order that more persons may enjoy the advantage:  as a stimulus, he has given five shillings for the best cultivated plot, and two shillings and sixpence for the second.  The first prize was won by Thomas Stott, Shoemaker, Carlton, and the second by Peter Wright, day labourer, Busby.  The judges were Medd Scarth Esq, and Mr J Calvert, Carlton.  If allotments were provided in every parish, the poor would be more content and happy.

COOK’S CIRCUS

The celebrate Mr James Cook, sen, visited Stokesley on Wednesday the 3rd ult, with his select company of equestrian performers.  A spacious marquee was erected for the occasion in the paddock at the top of the Black Swan Yard.  Mr Cook, sen, entered the town about half past 11 o’clock in the forenoon, driving in hand eight beautiful Hanoverian steeds, accompanied by his brass band.  There were two performances during the day, both of which were crowded;  especially the evening one, numbers being unable to obtain admittance.  Our space will not allow of our particularizing the different performers, but we cannot forbear alluding to the riding of Mr Leonard, which elicited unbounded applause.  At the close Mr J Cook, jun, stated that they intended visited Stokesley again next summer.

REDCAR LIST OF ARRIVALS

The annexed is the list of arrivals at this fashionable watering place during the past month.  Considering that the season is fast drawing to a close, we are glad to observe so many of the éclat of the surrounding neighbourhood still remaining to enjoy the salubrious air, and invigorating baths of Redcar.  We doubt not that when the Middlesbrough and Redcar Railway is completed – which we understand will be by next summer – Redcar will be one of the first watering places in the North of England.

The Hon Leland Noel
Mr Cooks

Sir W N Young, Bart.
Mr & Mrs Winn & family

Rev Mr & Mrs Ettes
Mr & Mrs Waugh

Rev J Charnock
Mr & Mrs Hemingway

Rev J F & Mrs Ellis
Mr Ray

Rev C & Mrs Watson
Mr & Mrs Wise

Rev H A Browne
Mr Merryweather

Rev R F & Mrs Hartley
Mr York

Rev E H Lowe
Mr & Mrs Topham

Rev Mr & Mrs Fawcitt & family
Mr & Mrs Humphrey

Rev Mr & Mrs Higginson & family
Mr & Mrs Smith & family

Rev Mr & Mrs Whynyard
Mr Spence

Mr & Mrs Pallister
Mr & Mrs Charge

Mr & Mrs Grey
Mr & Mrs Scarth

Mr & Mrs Powell
Mrs Raikes & family

Mr & Mrs Dobson
Mrs Masterman

Mr Atkinson
Mrs Cooks

Mr W Prince
Mrs Hopton

Mr J Pallisor
Mrs Hall

Mr Edwards
Mrs Markland

Mr T K Wright
Mrs Spencer

Mr J Mapleby
Mrs Weatherburn

Mr W Prince
Mrs Skinner & family

- Jackson Esq & Mrs Jackson & family
Mrs & Two Miss Coates

Mrs Lodge
Mrs Toine & family

Mrs W Copeland
Mrs Wilstrop

Mrs Emmerson
Mr & Mrs Charlesworth

Mrs Maining
Mr & Mrs J B Wrighly

Mrs Carter & family
Mr & Mrs Fawcett & family

Mrs Bowman
Mr & Mrs Cadman

Mrs Clarkson
Mr & Mrs Walburn

Mrs R Winn
Mr & Mrs Dixon

Mrs Gilbert & family
Mr & Mrs Swann & family

Master Prince
Mr & Mrs Crow & family

W T Ford Esq
Mr Deighton

Two Miss Charnocks
Mr J Hartis

Miss Lowther
Mr Nicholson

Miss Emmerson
Mr T Coates

Miss Fullingham
Mr & Mrs Watson & family

Miss Jackson
Mr Ridsdale

Miss Lee
Mr & Mrs H Robinson

Miss Addison
Mr Dresser

Miss Coates
Mr Angle

Miss M Hopton
Mr Smith

Miss H Cleasby
Mr Hodgson

Miss Williamson
Mr Langstaff

Miss Oates
Mr G Mann, jnr.

Miss Walker
Mr C Wilkinson

Miss Spence
Mr & Mrs W Braithwaite

Miss Hall
H R E Wright Esq

Miss Wright
W J Jefferson Esq

Miss Markland
Capt Davison

Miss Jefferson
Thos Garbutt Esq

Miss Weldon
The Misses Garbutt

Miss Flaxton
The Misses Wilstrop

Two Miss Mastermans
Miss Walker

Master Waller
Miss Dudley

Master Elliot
Miss Deighton

Master Young
Miss Curry

Mr Patchett
MissHartis

Mr Oates
Miss Taylorson

Mr Robson
Miss Fothergill

Mr Waller
Miss Wharton

Mr & Mrs Wharton & family
Miss Ford

Master Taylorson
The Misses Langstaff

GUISBOROUGH – SHEEP WORRIED

In the night of Tuesday week, two sheep belonging to Mr Josh. Ord, Farmer, Gisbrough, were dreadfully torn and mangled, it is supposed, by a dog.  On being found the following morning, they were so badly wounded as to render it necessary to kill them.  Two lambs of Mr William Sayer, of the same place, farmer, were also found the same morning in a similar condition, and slaughtering had to be resorted to.  We would warn the farmers to be on the look out, as the recurrence of a similar attack is not unlikely

BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY

On Wednesday week, the annual meeting of the Cleveland Auxiliary to this society, was held in the Friends’ Meeting House, Gisbrough;  Arthur Newcomin, of Kirkleatham Hall, in the chair.  The Rev Joseph Shaw, (Independent), one of the secretaries, read the report, after which the Rev H A Browne, M.A., rector of Toft, Newton, Lincolnshire, the deputation from the parent society, made an excellent speech, showing what had been done by this society in India, China, and various other parts of the world.  A vote of thanks was passed to the Chairman, and the meeting, (not a numerous one), broke up.  The collection amounted to £3.

CRICKET

Stokesley during the past month will, we think, have become famed in the annals of cricketing – there being no less than six matches played since the close of August to the present time, in all of which – excepting the one between the printers connected with Mr Pratt’s establishment, and the Nunthorpe players – our townsmen have reaped the palm of victory.  At the commencement of the past month a match came off between the Ormesby and Stokesley amateurs.  They having previously won a game each, this was to decide the real abilities of the contending parties;  the game was won by the Stokesley gents, without a wicket falling the second innings, and this time the Ormesbyites would, we think, have to acknowledge they were “done”.  On the 8th ult the amateurs took the bat against the Stocktonians, at Stockton, and beat their opponents easily.  The return match was played on Monday the 22nd ult, at Stokesley, when – after some very superior batting by Messrs Coates and Atkinson, the former having scored upwards of 40 – they again came off victorious, having eight wickets to fall.  On Thursday the 18th ult, the members of the Stokesley Old Club played the cricketers of Swainby:  we understand the playing of Harper, one of the Stokesley party, was excellent, having himself succeeded in “outing” twelve during the game;  this time, also, were our players successful.  The return match was played on Tuesday the 23rd ult, at Stokesley, when the Swainby gents, finding they were likely to loose, drew the wickets, stating that it was too dark to continue the game!  The match referred to between the Typos and the Nunthorpe players was won by the latter with eight wickets to fall.

WHITBY AND YARM RAILWAY, via STOKESLEY

The enterprising Railway projector, George Hudson Esq, M.P., had signified his intention of making a branch line of railway from the North Midland at Whitby, through the dales of Danby and Kildale, taking a direction to the South of Ayton, crossing the Stokesley and Ayton road, and passing close by Stokesley to the north, and thus to Yarm.  The engineers, Mesrs Dickens and Birkenhaugh, and the surveyor Mr Buckstone, will, we understand, survey the road in a few days.  This railway, there is not a doubt, will confer an inestimable boon, not only upon Stokesley, but the whole of the vale of Cleveland.  It will afford the agriculturists of this fertile district a ready transit for their produce, to all parts of the country;  and Stokesley, which hitherto, from its isolated situation, has been a place of little or no commercial interest, will, by being thus connected with the heart of England, possess means at least, of becoming one of considerable importance.  The strenuous endeavours of Dr Merryweather to facilitate this undertaking are deserving the highest praise.

BIRTHS

At Easby, on the 5th ult, the wife of Mr John Jackson, Farmer, of a son.

At Stokesley, on the 9th, the wife of Mr John Vickers, labourer, of a daughter.

At Faceby, on the 10th, the wife of Mr Jabez Hugill, farmer, of a daughter.

At Great Ayton, on the 11th ult, the wife of Mr Joseph Marley, Labourer, of a daughter.

At Ingleby Greenhow, on the 20th, the wife of Mr Sam. Toy, Tilemaker, of a daughter.

MARRIAGES

On Wednesday, the 3rd ult, at St Hilda’s Church, South Shields, by the Rev. James Carr, incumbent,

Mr Robert Welsh to Margaret, youngest daughter of Mr Wm Sanders, both of Guisbro’.

On Monday, the 1st ult, at Upleatham, near Guisbro’, by the Rev J Wilkinson, Mr Geo Lawson, Butcher, of Skelton, to Miss Elizabeth Wallis, daughter of Mr Robert Wallis, of the former place, farmer.

On Monday, the 22nd ult, at Westerdale, by the Rev Joseph Duck, Mr William Appleton, of Stokesley, Butcher to Miss Ann Rickatson, of the same place.

DEATHS

At Great Broughton, on the 2nd ult, Ann Smith, aged 1 year.

At Stokesley, on the 5th, Mr James Walker, Joiner, aged 82.

Same place, on the 14th, Mr Robt. Stephenson, Watchmaker, aged 45.

At Great Ayton, on the 15th, Susan Watson, aged 23, Daughter of Mr Joseph Watson, Innkeeper.

At Kirby, on the 17th, Elizabeth Fenny, aged 77.

At Carlton, on the same day, Wm George Dodsworth, aged a year and a half, son of Mr Geo Dodsworth.

At Nunthorpe, on the 19th, David Elcoat, farmer, 71.

At Great Ayton, on the same day, Jane Dinsley, aged 18.

Same place on the 26th, Jane Gilbertson, aged 80.

REDCAR – FOUND DROWNED

On Friday the 5th ultimo, a Coroner’s inquest was held before Mr Appleton, Deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, at the house of Mr Spurr, the White Swan Inn, on the body of a man who was found on the beach that morning, by a Fisherman belonging Redcar.  The body was in a very decomposed condition, and must have been in the water for a considerable time.  He appeared to be from 20 to 30 years of age, and was dressed in Fustian trousers, blue striped shirt and half-boots;  in height 5 feet 5 or 6 inches.  The only article found on his person was a tobacco box.  The jury, in the absence of further evidence, returned a verdict of “found drowned”.  A few weeks ago, when a party of 4 men, inhabitants of Middlesbro’, were returning from Hartlepool Regatta, the boat or gig in which they were sailing, filled with water, and upset.  Three of the men clung to the boat, and were afterwards taken up by a Steamer, the other man in attempting to swim on shore, was drowned.  It is supposed that the deceased is the man who then met with a watery grave.  Before the remains were interred one of the men who were in the boat, and several others, arrived at Redcar, but deceased was not identified.

STOKESLEY – FATAL ACCIDENT

On Monday, the 8th ult, the well-known Robert Stephenson, by trade a watch maker, was assisting to lead hay, and whilst standing upon a ladder placed against the stack, a cart laden with hay accidentally overturned, which broke the ladder and fell upon the unfortunate man’s leg.  He was immediately extricated from his perilous situation, and on examination there was found a compound fracture of the leg, with considerable laceration.  After great difficulty the leg was set.  On the following Sunday a consultation took place among several experienced medical gentlemen, and they determined to amputate the limb, being the only alternative to save life, as he was then fast sinking.  The operation commenced the same day, but deceased never rallied from the shock, and only survived a few hours.  The next day an inquest was held before J P Sowerby Esq, and the Jury returned a verdict of “Accidental Death”.

LOFTHOUSE – FOUND DROWNED

A man belonging the Salmon Fishery at Skinningrove was going to inspect his nets on the morning of Wednesday, the 27th of August last.  It being at the time low tide, he observed something laid on the sands, and on his approach he discovered it to be the body of a young man dressed in sailor’s apparel, with a blue frock and fustian trousers, seemingly 18 or 20 years of age, in height about 5 feet 5.  The body was conveyed to the house of Mr Pressick, and an inquest held on the following day before Mr James Appleton, deputy to J P Sowerby, Esq, coroner, and a respectable jury, when the following evidence was procured.  A vessel, laden with coal, called “Industrious”, had left Hartlepool on the previous Tuesday and put in at Skinningrove, for the purpose of leaving coal.  There were two men on board, the captain and deceased, who was identified as one.  The vessel left Skinningrove late the same evening, and next morning the body was found.  The sea at this time was very boisterous, and the keel was seen riding at anchor some distance from the shore with only the captain on board, who was obliged to go off into the sea for safety.  The Jury returned a verdict of “Found Drowned”.
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