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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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MIDDLESBRO’

On Saturday morning the 17th ult, a bear, kept by a person of the name of Shaw, residing near the Dock, broke his chain and took a walk towards the centre of the town, but falling in with a child, he began his foul play.  A labouring man, who was at work near the place, seeing what was going on, proceeded with all speed towards the spot, armed with a spade, and succeeded in rescuing the child.  Surgical aid was immediately procured, and the child was found to have sustained no injury, except a slight wound in the head.  Had the man been a few minutes later, it is probable the child’s life would have been sacrificed.  The animal had been considered remarkably tame, but it was quite evident that his intentions at this time were not the most honourable, for as soon as the child was rescued from his grasp, he appeared in all his native ferocity, and made several attempts to seize the man, who stood in a defensive attitude, spade in hand, until the animal was shot by the surgeon’s assistant.  Shaw appears to have a great taste for rare and curious animals – his house resembling more a menagerie than the residence of an English working man, and as he seems to have got the “bumps” of imitation and philoprogenitiveness pretty largely developed, we would suggest Cowper and his harmless hares, for his future study and imitation, in the place of his favourite Byron and the bear.

SERIOUS ACCIDENT

An occurrence of a painful nature took place on Friday, the 16th ult.  As Thomas Coates Esq, of Northallerton, was driving in a Phaeton to Stokesley, accompanied by his sister, Miss Hannah Coates, and Miss Robinson of Yarm :- near to Winton the horse he was driving became unruly, kicked, plunged, and ultimately ran away, when the Phaeton was overturned, and one of the party, Miss Robinson, had her leg dreadfully fractured – She was conveyed to the residence of Mr Smith, near to the scene of the disaster, and medical assistance obtained as speedily as possible.  It was in the first instance thought advisable to amputate the limb;  afterwards however, the leg was set, and we are happy to be able to state, that the young lady is now, not only out of danger, but in a fair way of recovery.

THE DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE

Has earned for himself, among his tenantry at Baldersby, Marton-le-Moor, and Rainton, by one act of noble-minded generosity, a more lasting and imperishable name than the most laboured sculpture can bestow.  The estate, which is occupied by an industrious, intelligent, and spirited tenantry, was reported by his Grace’s agents entrusted with the sale of the same, to be in such a high state of cultivation, and the improvements in building, draining, etc, to be of that permanent and extensive description, to merit their high encomiums, and, in their opinion, to have greatly enhanced the value of the property.  His Grace, therefore, on receiving this highly flattering report, at once resolved not to appropriate any of that capital to his own use which had been embarked upon his property by a confiding tenantry, but directed that full and ample compensation should be made to all who had in any way contributed to enhance the value of his estate.  We understand his Grace’s liberality is equal to one year’s rent.

WALKER AND WOODFORD’S THEATRE

This unique Theatre has been open for a fortnight in Stokesley, and the performers have contributed much to the amusement of the inhabitants.  The performers generally have gone through their several parts with much credit for a provincial company, and the dresses, scenery, and fitting up of the establishment, speak much for the respectability of the managers, Messrs Walker and Woodford.  Several bespeaks from the higher classes have been given, and the public generally have bestowed upon them a liberal support, and we have reason to believe the managers will not regret having visited our quiet little town.  We cannot but notice the superior acting of Mr and Mrs Woodford, who form the stars of the company, and also that of Miss Collier, who takes the heroine in the melo-dramatic line, and plays with much true feeling and correctness.  Messrs Stevenson, Mackral, Young, and Burke, have sustained many parts with considerable tact and talent for provincial actors, and altogether, the company can form a good cast of characters, for farce and melo-drame.  Their stay will be prolonged for a short time, and we heartily wish the managers every success.

TRINITY FAIR

This fair passed off as usual with much animation and bustle, among the fair dames and brawny peasantry of Cleveland.  Considering the preparations made by the housewives in the way of edibles for this occasion, none, we are certain, would leave the fair with empty stomachs, though some it is said suffered a little in their pockets. A great number of subjects fit for the pen of Dickens, or the pencil of a living Hogarth, were engaged in their characteristic occupations.  We noticed several “old familiar faces” though somewhat shattered and disfigured by the “silent wheels of Time”, acquitting themselves in their peculiar callings, with the usual coolness and ability of those, who find “in every town a resting place, in every land a home”.  The dulcet strains of the “little ballad singer”, were listened to with the greatest earnestness and attention by the Cloes and Phillises, the Corydons and Willys of Cleveland;  and as he warbled a tale of love and seduction, or trilled a spirit-moving ditty of the “soldier laddie” the hearts of his hearers were swayed from love to glory, and from glory to love, with quick transition.  Who would say that the ballad-singer is not a benefactor of his race.  Many a Robin Rough-head is hear o’er the hills and dales of Cleveland, pleasing himself with the last song he has got from the ballad-singer.  Many a maiden as she trips o’er the fields in native simplicity, on a beautiful day in June, joins her rude song with the song of birds and the harmony of nature – or engaged in her indoor pursuits, “makes labour light”, with the yard of songs she has bought at the last fair.  We are sorry to see the calling of the ballad-singer more “honoured in the breach than the observance”, to give way to the whining hypocritical cant of our present street singing.

NUNTHORPE – FRIGHTFUL ACCIDENT

On Tuesday last, an accident of a most distressing and melancholy character occurred on the premises of Thomas Simpson Esq, which terminated with loss of life.  Several people were employed at a Thrashing Machine drawn by three horses.  A boy 9 years old, son of George Ingledew, Shoemaker, was amusing himself with climbing up the Pillars which support the shed:  the unthoughtful boy not fearing the impending danger, got upon the ledge of a pillar, and his head came in contact with the start of the horse wheel (the horses at this time were moving round), and was crushed between the Pillar and the wheel, which almost severed his head from his body.  His mother, who was working in the barn, was apprized of the accident and was brought to see her darling boy.  The lifeless body was conveyed home, and an Inquest was held the following day at the Bay Horse Inn, Nunthorpe, before Mr Appleton, Deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, Coroner, and a respectable Jury, who returned a verdict of Accidental Death.

STOKESLEY MEETING

These races came off on Monday and Tuesday, about a mile from Stokesley.  The course, we will venture to say, presents one of the most picturesque views in Cleveland, and the ground was in capital order for the horses;  but the weather on Monday being rather unfavourable, much of the gaiety was lost by the ladies leaving their summer dresses at home, and the gentlemen being obliged to dispense with their summer luxury of white inexpressibles.  The racing, too, was but moderate on this day as the Netherton Maid was not well matched by any that ran against her, and won the whole of the heats.  On Tuesday, however, the races were good, the day was a brilliant one, and the assemblage of sporting characters more numerous than on the preceeding day.  There has seldom, if ever, been better racing in Stokesley, during the time of which the course presented a scene of great excitement.  Altogether the races gave much credit to the managing committee.  The Stewards, G Petty Esq and H Hick Esq, and the indefatigable exertions of Mr Lancelot Barker, clerk of the course.  The following are the returns:-

MONDAY, MAY 19th 1845

THE CLEVELAND HUNTER’S STAKE of 2 Sovereigns each, with 15 Sovereigns added, for Horses which have never won £100 at any one time, and that have been regularly Hunted this Season, open to all England.

Mr Clarke’s b. m. Netherton Maid, 4 yrs old, black & white cap.

1
1

Mr Moor’s b. m. Bagatelle, hf. brd. 5 years odl, black jacket organge striped cap

5
2

Mr Squire’s br. m. Isabel, 6 yrs old hf. brd. yellow sleeves. purple body

2
3

Mr Harker’s b. Powick, hf. brd. aged black and white stripe

3
4

Mr Brown’s Rocket, 6 yrs old, hf. brd. orange jacket, black cap

4
dr

On the same day A SILVER CUP, value 15 Sovereigns, for horses of all ages, who never won more than £50 in plate or stake, before the day of naming.

Mr Clarke’s b. m. Netherton Maid, 4 yrs old, black & white cap

1
1

Mr Holland’s br. M. by St Martin, 3 yrs old, blue body yellow sleeve black cap

3
2

Mr Squire’s br. m. Isabel, 6 yrs old hf. brd., yellow sleeves & purple body

2
dr

Mr Harker’s b. Powick, hf. brd. aged, black & white stripe

0
0

TUESDAY, 20th
THE CLEVELAND STAKES, of 3 Sovereigns each p.p. with 20 Sovereigns added, for horses that never won £100 at any one time.

Mr Clarke’s b. m. Netherton Maid, 4 years old, black & white cap
2
1
1

Mr Banks’ b. g. by Physician, 3 years old, green
1
2
2

Mr Wintringham’s ch. f. Merry Girl, 3 yrs old, black cap & jacket 
3
3
d

Mr Moor’s b. m. Bagatelle hf. brd. 5 yrs old, black jacket & cap

4
d

Mr Lamb’s ch. m. Lady Flora, by Hampton, aged, red
0
0
0

Mr Squire’s br. m. Isabel, 6 yrs old, hf. brd., yellow sleeves purple body
0
0
0

Mr Harker’s b. Powick, hf. brd. aged, black & white stripe
0
0
0

A MATCH, for 10 Sovereigns a side, between Mr Brown’s Rocket, 6 years old, and Mr Henderson’s Miss Patty, aged, both to carry 11st twice round the course.  To come off during the time allowed between the two Stakes.  Won easily by Miss Patty.

THE TRADESMAN’S STAKE, of 10 Sovereigns, by horses of all ages, that never won more than £50 at any one time, matches excepted.

Mr Squire’s b. m. Isabel, hf. brd. 6 yrs old, yellow sleeves, purple body
1
4
1

Mr Thompson’s b. f. Trifle, hf. brd. 3 yrs old, orange & green

2
d

Mr Moor’s b. m. Bagatelle, hf. brd. 5 yrs old, black jacket & cap 
0
1
0

Mr Holland’s br. M. 3 years old, blue body yellow sleeve black cap
0
2
2

Mr Wintringham’s ch. f. Merry Girl, 3 yrs old, black cap & jacket
4
3
d

Mr Clarke’s ch. or b. m. Scatterbrain, 6 yrs old, black & yellow
3
5
d

Mr Harker’s b. Powick hf. brd. aged, black & white stripe
0
0
0

MISSIONARY MEETING

The services connected with the 25th Anniversary of the Wesleyan Missionary Society took place as follow.  Preparatory sermons were preached on Sunday the 18th ult in the morning and afternoon by the Rev W H Robson, and in the evening by the Rev J Cadman, formerly a missionary.  The public meeting was held this year on the Monday, instead of Tuesday, as has been the plan in former years – Mr R Walker, of Stockton, presided, and the meeting was addressed by the Revs Hardman, Independent; Robson, Findley, Cadman, and Bond.  In the evening the latter Rev gentleman preached a sermon.  A collection was made after each service in aid of the Wesleyan Missions;  the amount of the collections has not been handed to us.  We would have been glad to have given a detailed report of this meeting, forming, as it always does, so interesting and important a part of the Trinity Festivities, but not being in possession of the minutiae, we plead this as an excuse.

THIRSK, STOKESLEY, GUISBRO’, AND REDCAR, ROYAL MAIL
The Public are respectfully informed, that the above Mail Coach, commenced Running to Guisbro’, on MONDAY, the 25th of MAY, leaving the Fleece Hotel, Thirsk, every morning at half-past eight o’clock, after the arrival of the London Mail Train, and arrives at Guisbro’ at 12.35 pm in time for the Coach to Whitby;  and returns from Guisbro’ at 1 pm, and arrives at Thirsk in time for the Mail Train to the South and West of England, and the Railway Coach to Ripon.

On Monday, the 9th of June, 1845, the said Coach will be extended from Guisbro’ to Redcar, for the Season, arriving at the Crown and Anchor, and Jolly Sailor Inns, Redcar, at 1.45 pm, and returns at 10.30 every Morning.  Performed by







MURRAY, HALL & WILSTROP

Thirsk, June 1st, 1845

BIRTHS

On the 1st ult, at Nunthorpe, the wife of Mr J Wilks, daughter

On the 2nd ult, at Stokesley, the wife of Mr J Harper, of a son.

On the 11th ult, at Kirby, the wife of Mr W Walker, of a son.

On the 12th ult at Stokesley, the wife of Mr W Simonson, of a daughter.

On the 14th ult, at Stokesley, wife of Mr W Carlen, daughter.

On the 15th ult, the wife of Mr H Lowther, Tilemaker, of a son.

On the 17th ult, at Stokesley, the wife of W J Strother Esq, of a son.

On the 19th ult, at Marton Mill, the wife of Mr R Healey, son.

On the 24th ult, at Stokesley, the wife of Mr James Sowler, of twins, daughters.  This is her second double birth.

MARRIAGES

At Stokesley, on the 4th ult by the Rev C Cator, M.A., Mr J Barker, of Wood End, Westerdale, to Miss Jane, daughter of the late Mr Rickatson, of Whorl Hill.

At Skelton, on the 24th ult, by the Rev W Close, Mr John Borrow, Farmer, of Moorsholm, to Miss Dinah Smith, of the same place.

At Gisbrough, on the same day, Mr Thos Davison, of Skelton, to Miss Wiley, of the same place.

At St Mary’s, Bishop-hill-Senkor, York, on the 27th ult by the Rev Jos Henry Sutton, M.A., Mr John Henry Phillips, of Helmsley, to Elizabeth, eldest daughter of John Kirlen, Esq of York.

DEATHS

On the 12th ult, at Stokesley, Mrs Sarah Easby, aged 67.

On the 18th at Newham Hall, Mrs Rickatson, aged 84.

On the 20th, at Stokesley, William Harper, aged 18 days.

On the 21st, at Hilton, Ann Mason, aged two years and a half.

On the 26th, at Newby, Ann Dale, aged 89.

On the 27th, at Carlton, Jane Garbutt, aged 80.
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