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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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MESMERISM

The subject of Mesmerism has been again brought before a Stokesley audience by Mr Lundie, in two experimental lectures, delivered on the evenings of Monday and Tuesday, the 28th and 29th ult.  We agree with Mr L. that the opposing of apparent facts merely because there is something connected with them which under existing circumstances, we are unable to explain, is a principle very erroneous, and at times highly injurious – yet we would advise Mr L. not to fall into the opposite error, and conclude that certain phenomena are true merely because they are opposed.  The experiments were very interesting, and some of them quite astounding.  We have hitherto been led to acknowledge as an undeniable fact the necessity of having our eyes open to take cognisance of passing events – but if the experiments of Mr L. were honest – and we think they were – certainly a new question is brought forth, which is worthy of serious attention, we refer to knowing and seeing, if we might be allowed the term, what is taking place, though the eye-lids be closed.

BIRTHS

On the 3rd ult. at Broughton Bridge, the wife of Mr Jonathan Simpson, of a daughter.

On the 16th ult, at Stokesley, the wife of Mr J Lincoln of a son.

On the 19th ult, at the same place, the wife of Mr Charles Marsh, of a son.

On the 1st ult, at Kirby, the wife of Mr J Barker, Farmer, of a daughter.

On the 5th ult, at Great Ayton, the wife of Mr Henry Ward, of a son.

On the 7th ult, at the same place, the wife of Mr Geo. Bulmer, of a son.

On the 9th ult, at Great Broughton, the wife of Mr Coverdale, of a daughter.

On the 13th ult, at Great Ayton, the wife of Mr John Wright, of a son.

On the 17th ult, at the same place, the wife of Mr Thomas Wilson, Grocer, of a daughter.

On the 27th ult, at Stokesley, the wife of Mr Thos. Weatherill, of a daughter.

MARRIAGE

On Thursday the 17th ult, at Skelton, near Guisbrough, Mr I Garnett of Stockton, to Miss Close, daughter of the Rev. W Close incumbent of the former place.

DEATHS

On the 5th ult, at Stokesley, aged 75, Mrs Jemima Needham.

On the 16th ult, at Coollattin Park, Tinnahely, Wicklow, Ireland, aged 19, Laura Mary, the beloved wife of Robt. Chaloner Esq of that place, and of Gisbrough, Yorkshire.  Mr and Mrs Chaloner were married so lately as the 29th of Feb. 1844, the lamented lady was the daughter of Sir T Butler, Bart., of Ballinn-temple, Carlow.

On the 7th ult, at Marton, aged 81, Mrs Elizabth Reed.

On the 11th ult, at Stokesley, aged 34, Isabella, the wife of Mr John Thompson.

On the 17th ult, at Seamer, aged 9 months, George Orton.

On the 17th ult, at Kildale, aged 2, Joseph Sanderson.

On the same day, at Stokesley, aged 27, Mary, the wife of Mr Thomas Barker, Bricklayer.

On the 18th ult, at Skelton Elloes, aged 27, Ann, daughter of Mr Ralph Lynas.

On the same day, at Skelton, the wife of Mr H Carr.

WESTERDALE – FATAL ACCIDENT

A coroner’s inquest was held before J P Sowerby Esq on the body of Wm Proud, on the 2nd ult.  On last Good Friday the unfortunate man was riding his horse near the city of York, the horse took fright and he was precipitated with great violence to the ground, and received a wound in his forehead.  Dr Hope of York dressed the wound, and deceased proceeded on his journey, and arrived at his residence in Westerdale.  On the Wednesday following the wound was dressed by Dr  Appleby, it then looked healthy and in a healing condition.  The following day his face began to swell and his jaw locked.  He suffered the most excruciating pain and did not survive many days.  The verdict of the jury was – “accidental death”.

SUDDEN DEATH

On Thursday the 3rd ult, J P Sowerby Esq, coroner, held an inquest at the White Swan, Stokesley, on the body of Adam Elders, who was sixty years old and by trade a clogger.  It appeared deceased had been a journey the day preceeding his death, and was in his usual health when he returned in the evening and retired to bed.  About four o’clock next morning he had some conversation with his wife, and a few minutes afterwards gave a groan and expired immediately.  Deceased was a very stout man, and it seems from the evidence of a medical witness, who has attended him for the last 10 years, that he has been subject to an affection of the heart.  The medical gentleman was of opinion that that was the immediate cause of death, and the jury returned a verdict accordingly.

EGTON

Another case of burning which proceed too often from the negligence of parents, occurred at this place on the afternoon of Saturday the 29th of March.  Deceased was only 3 years of age, was the daughter of John Mead, of Egton Grange, farmer.  From the evidence it appeared the parents had left the deceased with two other children in the house, and gone to wait upon some cattle.  They had not been absent many minutes before they heard an alarm from the eldest child, and on their returning to the house, the deceased’s clothes were nearly burnt off.  A few hours afterwards the little sufferer expired.  The eldest child, who is 6 years old, stated the deceased was standing with her back to the fire.  An inquest was held before Mr Jas. Appleton, deputy of J P Soweby Esq, coroner, and a respectable jury, on the 1st ult.  The jury returned a verdict of “accidental death”.

MIDDLESBRO’

A coroner’s inquest was held on Monday the 31st of March last, at the Cleveland Inn, before Mr Jas. Appleton, deputy to J P Sowerby Esq, on the body of Ann Hartley, daughter of Walter Douglas, a potter, of Middlesbro’.  The deceased, who was only 6 years old, has lately been under the care of a Mrs Lambert, who attended upon her mother during her recent confinement.  The morning on which the fatal accident occurred, the child was playing in Mrs Lambert’s house, along with her children about the same age, and stepped on the fender to take a glass off the chimney-piece, when her clothes ignited.  The affrighted child ran across the yard enveloped in flames, and was met by Mrs Lambert, who extinguished the blaze by wrapping her in the skirts of her gown;  in doing which Mrs Lambert’s hands were dreadfully scorched.  Medical aid was procured, but the child did not survive a week.  Verdict “Accidentally burnt to death”.

STOKESLEY – SUDDEN DEATH

An inquest was held before J P Sowerby Esq on the 4th ult, at the Black Horse Inn, Stokesley, on the body of Thomas Ellerby Hixon, an old gentleman, formerly an Attorney residing at Skelton in Cleveland, but who retired from business many years ago.  Deceased had been subject to palpitation at the heart, and difficulty of breathing, and had complained of being unwell during winter.  About 4 o’clock on the afternoon of Thursday, the day previous to his death, he was sitting in his room writing, and said to his housekeeper he felt much oppressed.  He then fainted, and almost immediately expired.  The Jury returned a verdict “Died by the visitation of God”.

MEDICAL APPOINTMENT

L F Crummey Esq was a few weeks ago, appointed Medical officer to the Stokesley Union, vacant by the resignation of T Loy Esq M.A., and the same gentleman was last week appointed by the Guardians of the Helmsley Union, as medical attendant to the division of Bilsdale Midcable.

STAITHES – FOUND DROWNED

On the morning of Saturday the 12th ult, as a man belonging to the Boulby Alum works was gathering cement stones, he discovered the body of a man on the sands.  He procured assistance, and the body was removed to Staithes.  An inquest was held before Mr Appleton, deputy of J P Sowerby Esq, Coroner, at the house of Mr Thomas Laverick.  The deceased’s head, and also his arms by the elbow joints, were washed off, no clothes on his body except his stockings, a boot, and two pieces of shirt round his neck.  The body was in a very decomposed and offensive condition, and must have been in the water for several weeks:  there are no traces of identity.  A Brig called the “True Blue” of London was wrecked, and all hands lost, consisting of 6 or 7 men, about eight weeks ago, not far distant from where the body was found, and in all probability he is one of the Crew.  Verdict “found drowned”.

FOOT RACE

On Tuesday last, a foot race, for six sovereigns, took place near Yarm, the distance being 200 yards.  The competitors were a knight of the cleaver, called Rudd, of Middlesbro’, and Iley, the flying taylor of Yarm.  Iley took the lead and kept it for about 100 yards, when the butcher came up strong as an ox, and passing his antagonist in prime style, he won cleverly by about five yards.

NOVEL FEAT

On Thursday afternoon week, Signor Blitz, an itinerant conjuror, who has lately been performing at Stockton, undertook for a wager to go on a cask, without any assistance, from the Town Hall, Stockton, to Stockton Bridge, about a quarter of a mile in distance.  The Signor was to roll the cask himself while on it, and do the task in less than 20 minutes.  A large concourse of people attended to witness the performance.  At the time appointed the Signor mounted the cask, and away he went on it, moving his feet with astonishing rapidity as it rolled along.  The multitude followed him, highly entertained with the very dexterous manner in which he went through the performance, and when he accomplished the feat, which he executed in less than 15 minutes, they made the “welkin ring” with three good cheers.

PEACE

The Rev J Chapman, a deputation from the Peace Society in London, visited Stokesley on the evening of Thursday, the 10th ult, and delivered a Lecture on the above subject in the Wesleyan Chapel.  Though there might be a difference of opinion amongst his audience as to the practicability of carrying out the principles of Christianity to the extent which he intimated, we think there would be none as to the sincerity of his intentions, or his desire to convey an adequate idea of the miseries connected with war.  The principle objection, to war, especially defensive, appeared to be the grand principle, that kindness and love are more calculated to produce like feelings in others, than are hatred and revenge.  The mercy which is from heaven – the charity that broodeth not on revenge, seemed to be the foundation on which he raised his superstructure of forbearance and kindness.  He received a number of signatures to a declaration of the Peace Society – that war is contrary to the spirit of Christianity, and subversive of the true interests of society.  The speech was very interesting, and we were sorry to observe so small a congregation.  A committee was formed, consisting of the Revs. Robson, Wesleyan , and Hardman, Independent, and Mr Jos. Hutton;  the latter of whom was appointed Corresponding Secretary.  The Rev. Gentleman has also lectured at Gisbrough, Ayton, Stockton, and Middlesbrough, on the same subject and we believe formed a committee at each place.

SUB-DISTRICT COMMITTEE

A meeting of the Stokesley Sub-district and Local Committee of the societies for the Propogation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and for Promoting Christian Knowledge at Home, was held at the West Langbaurgh School Room, on the evening of Tuesday the 23rd ult.  Present – the President, John Grey Esq in the chair, the Rev Charles Cator and Miss Cator, Geo Hutchinson Esq and family, R R Burgess Esq and Mrs Burgess, Geo Grenside Esq and Mrs Grenside, Mrs E Sowerby, the Misses Weatherill, and a goodly company.  The Rev. Secretary gave an interesting report of the proceedings of the Parent Society abroad, the progress made in the home department, and particularly alluded to the benefits which had resulted from the evening school of religious instruction, and the Parochial Lending Library.  The Secretary regretted the absence of the Rev Thomas Todd, and the Rev J G Beresford, the former being confined to his room from severe indisposition, and the latter being hastily called from home on business.  After the meeting several new subscribers enrolled their names to this good cause.

STOKESLEY RACES 1845

Stewards: - G Petty, and H Hick, Esquires

Mr J B Tweddell


)

Mr R C Farrow


)

Mr W Weatherill


)

Mr T Stephenson


)
Committee of Management

Mr J Smith


)

Mr W Braithwaite

)

Monday, May 19th, 1845

THE CLEVELAND HUNTER’S STAKE of 2 Sovereigns each, with 15 Sovereigns added, for Horses which have never won £100 at any one time, and that have been regularly Hunted this Season, open to all England. – Four years old, 9st 9lb. – Five years old 10st 7lb. – Six years old and aged, 11st 7lb.  Thorough bred Horses 7lb extra.  Second horse to have his Stake.  Twice round the course to each heat.  Three to enter and start, or no race.  Certificates of qualification to be produced at the time of entry, from the Master of the hunt.  The winner to pay £1 towards the expences.

On the same day, A SILVER CUP, value 15 Sovereigns, for horses of all ages, who never won more than £50 in plate or stake, before the day of naming.  Three years old, 6st 10lb. – Four 7st 7lb. – Five, 8st 2lb. – Six, 8st 10.  – Aged, 9st.  Untried Mares and Geldings allowed 3lbs. – Half-bred horses allowed 5lbs.  To pay 1 Sovereign entrance.  Three to enter and start, or no race.  Twice round the course to each heat.  The winner to pay £1 towards the expences.

Tuesday, May 20th

THE CLEVELAND STAKES, of 3 Sovereigns each p.p. with 20 Sovereigns added, for horses that never won £100 at any one time.  Three years old, 7st 4lb. – Four 8st 5lb. – Five, 9st. – Six, and aged, 9st 7lb.  Untried Mares and Geldings allowed 3lbs.  Half-bred horses allowed 5lbs.  The winner of a £50 to carry 5lbs extra.  The second horse to have his stake.  Twice round the course to each heat.  The winner to pay £2 towards the expences.  Four to enter and start, or no race.  The winner to be sold for £100, if demanded in the usual way.

THE TRADESMAN’S STAKE, of 10 Sovereigns, by horses of all ages, that never won more than £50 at any one time, matches excepted.  Three years old, 6st 10lb. – Four, 7st 7lb. – Five, 8st 2lb. – Six, 8st 10lb… Aged, 9st.  Untried Mares and Geldings allowed 3lbs.  Half-bred horses allowed 5lbs.  The winning horses of any of the above stakes to carry 7lbs extra.  Twice round the course to each heat.  To pay 1 Sovereign entrance.  Three to enter and start, or no race.

The entry of horses for the above stakes to commence at 11 and close at 12 o’clock in the forenoon of Monday the 19th of May 1845, at MR WILSTROP’S, the Black Swan Inn, Stokesley.  The stakes will be paid at MR LANCELOT BARKER’S, the Three Tons Inn, at 9 o’clock on the evening of Tuesday, the 20th of May.

All disputes to be determined by the Stewards, or whom they may appoint, and their decision to be final.  Certificates and qualifications to be produced at the time of entry.

The rules and regulations as at Newmarket and Doncaster.  Colours of the Jockies to be declared at the time of entry, and any Jackey riding contrary shall be fined 5s for each offence, to go to the racing Fund.  – LANCELOT BARKER, Clerk of the Course.

The Races will positively commence at Two o’clock each Day.

TEMPERANCE

Mr Jos. Andrews, travelling Secretary to the British Association for the promotion of temperance, delivered two talented lectures on the use of intoxicating liquors, on the evenings of Friday and Saturday, the 11th and 12th ult, in the British School Room, Ayton.  On the Saturday evening, previous to Mr A. commencing his lecture, Mr William Martin, of Ayton, made a few very sensible remarks in favour of Teetotalism.  The company on both occasions was large and appeared greatly interested with the Lectures.
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