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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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DANBY DEATH BY BURNING

On Monday, the 13th ult. Mr James Appleton, deputy of J P Sowerby, Esq, held an inquest at the Robin Hood and Little John, Castleton, on the body of Ann, the infant daughter of George Foster, shoemaker.  On the Wednesday previous, the mother of the deceased had left the child, who was five months old, laid in the cradle, near a turf fire, to go to the spring, a short distance from the house, for some water, and to do some other domestic work.  No person, with the exception of a child three years old, was in the house.  The mother was not absent many minutes before she heard the cries of the children, and on her return found the little creature laid on the turf fire.  She in the midst of distraction, extinguished the flames – and a surgeon was sent for.  The child, three years old, cannot talk, consequently was unable to tell how the dreadful accident occurred;  but in all probability the child had got between the cradle and the wall and upset it, it being found laid on its side.  One of the child’s legs was literally roasted.  It died on the Saturday following.  The jury’s verdict was “Accidently burnt to death”.

DREADFUL ACCIDENT AT SANDSEND

An inquest was held on Monday the 13th ult. at the Mason’s Arms, Sandsend, on the body of John Watson, before Mr James Appleton, deputy to J P Sowerby Esq, coroner, and a respectable jury.  The deceased who was 18 years old, was in the employ of Messrs Liddle and Co. and worked at the Sandsend Alum Works, belonging to the Marquis of Normanby.  On Saturday last, the deceased with several other men, were working at the Alum Works as usual, without the fear of any danger.  About eleven in the forenoon a large stone, not less than a ton weight, and which somewhat projected, gave way and fell upon deceased’s body.  All the workmen immediately used their best endeavours, and succeeded in extricating deceased from his perilous situation.  It was found that both his thighs were broken in several places, and he was much bruised about the abdomen.  He was conveyed home perfectly sensible, and a surgeon was in attendance without delay, but entertained no hopes of his recovery.  The poor fellow expired the same evening.  Verdict, “Accidental death”.

NORTHALLERTON CONCERT

This second Musical entertainment given by the Harrison Family took place on the evening of the 21st ult, at the King’s Head Inn, Northallerton.  The room was crowded, and the performances of Mr Harrison’s daughters elicited the greatest applause.  Mr Hill, of Stockton, was leader of the small but unique band, consisting of Piano, Violin, Violin-cello, Harp and Flute, and the well-known taste and proficiency of that gentleman in the art of music, may be a sufficient guarantee for everything he undertakes.

A HUGE POTATOE

A huge potatoe, known in this neighbourhood by the term “White Irish” was grown last summer on the farm of Mr Beckwith Seaton, the property of Sir Wm. Foulis, Baronet; and weighed full four pounds, - a greater weight than we have ever heard of a potatoe weighing, grown in any part of England.

STOKESLEY ANNUAL BALL

This ball took place at the house of Mr W Weatherill, the Golden Lion Inn, on the 23rd ult.  The company present was numerous and highly respectable, and continued to “trip it on the light fantastic toe” till a late hour in the morning.  Tea and Supper were served up at twelve o’clock, in a manner that reflected the highest credit on the worthy host, and gave the greatest satisfaction to all present.  We commend the committee for their exertions on this occasion.

THE MARQUIS OF NORMANBY

In the Historical Register is an abstract of the will of the late Archdeacon of Bathurst.  The Archdeacon “particularly requests that the Marquis of Normanby will receive, for the use of the library at Mulgrave Castle, the Great Testament, in two volumes, carefully interlined by the father of the Archdeacon;  this he leaves to his lordship in remembrance of the kindness shown by his lordship and Lady Normanby, to his daughter, Mrs Colonel Phipps, and goes on to state that he regrets to the last that his lordship did not separate from his late associates in power, rather than allow the interests of his family to be sacrificed by faithless and cruel colleagues, and finishes this paragraph in the following words:-  Lord Normanby is a lion of Judah, and will never suit the worshippers of Baal.

UGTHORPE – BIRTH ON THE MOORS

About a month ago, a young woman of the name of Elizabeth Noble went to Moorsholm on a visit to her sister, evidently in such a state as had compelled her to leave service.  Last Monday week she felt much indisposed during the day, and was anxious to go home to her mother to be confined.  Next morning she accordingly set off, about 8 o’clock without a conveyance, and unaccompanied by any one.  It seems she had not travelled far before she was obliged to rest herself.  She however, after making several attempts, came within half a mile of Ugthorpe, when her strength was nearly exhausted.  A lad about 12 years old, travelling the same road, discovered her laid on the ling.  She requested him to go for her sister.  When her sister arrived, the poor creature (after being exposed seven hours to the severity of the weather in that miserable condition) had been delivered, and had the child carefully wrapped in her apron.  She was conveyed home, and after proper treatment, is fast recovering.  The Child lived a few days, and was found dead in bed with its grandmother.  An inquest was held on Saturday the 4th of January, before Mr Appleton, deputy Coroner to J P Sowerby Esq.  A Medical gentleman examined the body of the child, and was of opinion that it had died a natural death:  verdict accordingly.

CLEVELAND HUNT BALL

This annual ball, which is got up by the gentlemen of the Cleveland Hunt, was held at the house of Mrs Sowray, Redcar, on the evening of the 23rd ult, and a more brilliant display of fashion and beauty was never witnessed in Redcar.  The providance of Mrs Sowray, was superb in the extreme, and the presence of Mr Newcomin, of Kirkleatham, gave an additional éclat to the party.  Stevenson’s Quadrille band were in attendance, and gave general satisfaction.

DARING BURGLARY IN STOKESLEY

Since the daring Burglary recently committed on the Premises of Mr William Barker of Stokesley, the Inspectors for Lighting and Watching the Town, have appointed a night patrole, consisting of four able-bodied men, who, during the hours of darkness perambulate the streets alternately, to prevent housebreaking and other misdemeanours of every description.  So far the system seems to work well, and give general satisfaction.

MIDDLESBRO’

A new Mechanics’ Institute has been formed at this place, and is at present in a state of progression.  Several able and interesting Lectures have already been given.  Mr T Cleaver, of Stockton has delivered two on Poetry, pointing out to his audiences many passages of beauty from the modern poets, and maintaining the power of poetry to soften, refine, and improve the human heart.  Mr J Windross has been appointed secretary.

COATHAM BALL

On Tuesday evening the 28th ult, a ball took place at Mr Husband’s, the Lobster Inn.  The company was numerous and highly respectable, and the ball passed off remarkably well.  In the course of the evening, the celebrated La Polka was danced by Mr Joseph Richardson, Professor of Dancing, and Miss Duncan, which was loudly encored.  The refreshments prepared by Mr and Mrs Husband gave entire satisfaction.

BIRTHS

At Stokesley, on the 30th of December, the wife of Mr George Tweddell, Bookseller, of a son.

At Kirby, on the 3rd ult, the wife of Mr James Norman, Farmer, of a daughter.

At Nunthorpe, on the 4th ult, the wife of Mr Thomas Readman, Labourer, of a son.

On the 12th ult, the wife of Mr Thomas Davison, Commercial Traveller, Newcastle-on-Tyne, at Stainton in Cleveland, of a daughter.

At Stokesley, on the 13th ult, the wife of Mr William Weatherill, Golden Lion Inn, of a son.

MARRIAGES

At Great Ayton, on the 20th ult, by the Rev. Joseph Ibbetson, John Grant Esq. Wood Street London, to Jessie Catharine, second daughter of the late Lieut. James Allan, R.A. of Forres, North Brittain.

On Monday the 27th ult, at Billingham, by the Rev. James Cundell, Mr William Simonson, of Stokesley, Shoemaker, to Miss Mary Smelt, of Yarm.

DEATHS

At Easby, on the 12th ult, Hannah Garbutt, aged 3 weeks, the daughter of Mr Joseph Garbutt, Farmer.

At Stokesley, on the 13th ult, Jane Scott, aged 33.

At Broughton, on the 13th ult, Elizabeth Davison, aged 59, wife of Mr Robert Davison.

At Seamer, on the 16th ult, Elizabeth Stockdale, aged 75, widow of Mr Christopher Stockdale, Farmer.
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