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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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FASHIONABLE DANCING,

Including

LA POLKA,

As originally brought into Paris by Callarious, Labord, & Cornhill

MR J RICHARDSON

Begs most respectfully to announce to the Inhabitants of Stokesley and its Vicinity that he intends

to open a School for teaching the above most fashionable art, on TUESDAY, the 7th of JAN, 1845,

at MRS PENNINGTON’S, the George and Dragon Inn, and hopes, by strict attention to the carriage

and deportment of his pupils, to merit the patronage of a discerning public.

TERMS

Day Class, 15s per quarter, 1s 6d entrance

Evening Ditto, 12s per quarter, 1s entrance

Attendance on Tuesdays and Fridays, from 2 till 4 in the Afternoon,

and 6 till 9 in the Evening.

Attendance at Middlesbro’, on Mondays and Thursdays, at the same hours.

Private Lessons in La Polka, previous to the school hours,

Terms 10s 6d per Six lessons.

No extra charge whatever.

CRICKET

A match at Cricket between the Junior Club of Stokesley, and Seamer took place at Seamer on the 7th ult, when the young gentlemen of Stokesley obtained a decided victory, and fully sustained the pre-eminence already obtained by their seniors.  The Score as follows:-

SEAMER

First Innings

Second Innings


Watkinson, b. by Coates
1
bowled by Coates
0

Smith, b. by Coates
4
bowled by Unthank
9

J Goldsbro, b. by Coates
10
caught by Coates
0

J Waller, b. by Unthank
0
run out
2

T Hart, ct. by Noton
1
caught by T Weatherill
0

Mothersdale, b. by Coates
0
bowled by Unthank
4

G Waller, ct. by Unthank
0
bowled by Unthank
0

R Barugh, b. by Unthank
2
bowled by Coates
0

R Goldsbro, run out
4
hit wicket
2

T Goldsbro, st. by Unthank
1
bowled by Unthank
7

S Legg, not out
0
not out
0

Byes, etc
18
Byes, etc
4

Total
41
Total
28

STOKESLEY

W Coates, b. by J Goldsbro
10

W Unthank, not out
69

D Snaith, b. by Smith
5

T Snaith, b. by J Waller
13

J Fawcett, b. by J Goldsbro
0

W Noton, caught by R Barugh
6

T Wilstrop, b. by J Goldsbro
0

M Weatherill, run out
0

T Weatherill, b. by J Goldsbro
0

J Barugh, b. by J Goldsbro
3

T Thompson, b. by J Goldsbro
0

Byes, etc
23

Total
129

NEWBY AGAINST SEAMER

This match was played at Seamer on Thursday, the 19th ult.  The game was well contested, and finished in favor of Newby.

As the Seamer players feel much dissatisfied with the issue of the game, the Newby players are ready to make another match with them, according to Mr R Mothersdale’s proposition, namely, either for 5s or 20s a man, to be played on the Stokesley cricket ground, or any other that may be agreed upon when they make the match, excepting Seamer.  They may be heard of at the White Horse, Newby;  or at the Golden Lion, Stokesley.

PLOUGHING MATCH

The West Langbaurgh Match took place on Thursday se’nnight, on the farm at Carlton, belonging to Mr Medd Scarth.  Although the match had been postponed for a week on account of the weather, which often militates against it;  yet the day being very bright and favourable, a number of persons assembled to witness the competition and give their sanction to this leading feature in Agriculture.

 The Judges selected for the occasion were, Mr John Jackson, Lackenby; Mr Robert Hymers, Marton; and Mr Henry Chapman, Sexhow; who, with the utmost discrimination and decision, placed the respective competitors in the following order, and premiums were awarded accordingly.

MEN

1st
- William Jackson, servant to Mrs Terry

2nd
- Thomas Reed, ditto to Sir Wm Foulis

3rd
- Thomas Eston, ditto to Mr James Appleton

4th
- William Preston, ditto to Mr J Scarth, Maltby

5th
- Samuel Kitching, son of Mr Samuel Kitching

6th
- John Langdale, ditto to John Garbutt, Greenhow

BOYS

1st
- John Bell, servant to Mr R Benton

2nd
- Eleazor Sherwood, ditto to Wm Sherwood

3rd
- W Crossby, ditto to Mr Thomas Chapman

4th
- Matthew Farndale, ditto to Mr John Farndale

5th
- H Cox, ditto to Mr W Coates

A first-rate dinner was provided at the Black Swan Hotel, under the management of Mr and Mrs Wilstrop, for sixty gentlemen, to which about half that number sat down.  Geo. Marwood Esq, occupied the chair, and Mr John P Sowerby the vice-chair.  The evening was wiled away very pleasantly, and many able speeches were made, tending to stimulate to still greater exertions in this agricultural district.

BIRTHS

At Stokesley, on the second ult, the wife of Mr John Weatherill, Joiner, of a daughter.

At Nunthorpe, on the 2nd ult, the wife of Mr William Garbutt, Farmer, of a son.

At Great Busby, on the 7th ult, the wife of Mr John Shepherd, Farmer, of a son.

At Stanley Houses, on the 7th ult, the wife of Mr John Atkinson, Gamekeeper, of a daughter.

At Great Ayton, on the 7th ult, the wife of Mr John Sayer, Farmer, of a daughter.

At the same place, on the 7th ult, the wife of Mr George Dixon, Schoolmaster, of a daughter.

At the same place, on the 8th ult, the wife of Mr George Yorke, Farmer, of a daughter.

MARRIAGE

On Monday the 23rd ult, at Seamer, by the Rev Ralph Grenside, Mr Hume of Seamer, to Elizabeth the 2nd daughter of the late Mr Thomas Johnson of Newby.

DEATHS

On the 1st ult, at Stokesley, Charles Thompson, aged 8 weeks, son of Mr John Thompson, Tailor.

On the 5th ult, at Woodhouse Terrace, Douglass, Isle of Man, Ann, daughter of Mr Cook, late of Stokesley.

On the 13th ult, at Newby, Elizabeth, daughter of Mr Thomas Bean, Labourer, aged 5.

On the 15th ult, at Stokesley, E Thompson, daughter of Mr John Thompson, Tailor, aged 2 years.

On the 16th ult, at Ingleby Greenhow, Mr Joseph Bennison, Farmer, aged 63.

On the 23rd ult, at Stokesley, Mr Joseph Sawkill, Stonemason, aged 20.
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