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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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CRICKET

On Monday afternoon, the 15th ult, a match at single wicket, for £5 a side, was played on the cricket ground, behind North street Bar Walls, between David Halton of Stokesley, and James Benson of York.  The morning was very showery, but the weather cleared up and the afternoon was all that could be desired.  There was a very numerous attendance of spectators to witness the game, who appeared highly gratified at the result.  The betting at the commencement was 5 to 4 on Halton but after his first innings in which he scored 15, it was 2 and 3 to 1 on him.  The batting and bowling of Halton was much superior to that of his opponent, who bowls with no judgement as to length, but only to try how fast he can send the ball, and his batting was not in that spirited manner in which he played in the last match a few weeks ago.  The parties have now won one game each, and we understand that if Benson and his friends are not satisfied with his defeat, Halton is ready to play him the conquering game for any sum he may think proper.  The following is the innings :-

HALTON

First innings, bowled out
15

Second innings, caught out

6

BENSON

First innings, bowled out
3

Second innings, bowled out

6

STOKESLEY AMATEUR v ROUNTON AND WELBURY

This match came off on the 13th ult, in a field belonging to Mr James Phillips.  Although the day was showery there were many spectators.  At the conclusion of the first innings, the players with their friends partook of a cold collation (prepared by Mr Wm. Weatherill, of the Golden Lion Inn, which reflected great credit on mine host.) in a spacious booth well adapted for the occasion.  The Stokesley gents were the winners, yet the game was well contested, as will be seen by the subjoined score.

STOKESLEY AMATEUR

First Innings

Second Innings


Swales, run out
18
bowled by Lipscombe
0

Harrison, b. by Lipscombe
1
bowled by Parrington
1

J W Coates, b. by Parrington
1
bowled by Lipscombe
2

Handyside, b. by Lipscombe
2
bowled by ditto
13

Atkinson, ct. by R Scarth
1
caught by Lilburn
3

Emerson, b. by Lipscombe
0
caught by R Scarth
3

Johnson, ct. by Parrington
8
caught by Lipscombe
9

Farrer, b. by Parrington
5
caught by Parrington
0

T Coates, ct. by Parrington
2
caught by Lilburn
0

Hick, b. by Lipscombe
2
caught by Clayton
1

Neasham, not out
0
not out
0

Total
40
Total
32

ROUNTON AND WELBURY

First Innings

Second Innings


Harrison, run out

3
bowled by J W Coates
7

Clayton, ct. by Handyside
8
bowled by Handyside
0

M Scarth, ct. by T Coates
3
leg before wicket
1

R Scarth, b. by J W Coates
6
bowled by Handyside
6

Lilburn, ct. by Emerson
9
bowled by J W Coates
2

Routledge, run out
3
run out 
1

Norman, run out
3
caught by Farrer
4

Smith, ct. by Handyside
0
not out 
0

Lipscombe, b. by J W Coates
0
bowled by Handyside
2

Mewburn, b. by Handyside
3
bowled by J W Coates
1

Parrington, not out
0
bowled by Handyside
0

Byes etc
6
Byes etc
2

Total
44
Total
26

The return match took place on Monday last, in a field belonging to Mr Scarth at the Hollins.  The attendance of the elite of the neighbourhood, to witness the contest was very considerable – the court yard at the Hollins was studded with carriages – two spacious booths were erected in the field, gentlemen were sporting rosettes at their breasts, and gaiety and merriment was the order of the day – on this, as on the former occasion, there seemed, on the whole, much equality in the play.  The batting of Mr Routledge of Welbury, and Messrs Emerson and Swales of Stokesley, is deserving of particular notice.  The Rounton and Welbury players at the conclusion of the game, were found to have gained the victory by 15 matches.  The following is a statement of the game.

ROUNTON AND WELBURY

First Innings

Second Innings


Routledge, b by Handyside
17
bowled by J W Coates
3

Harrison, run out
4
caught by J W Coates
0

M Scarth, b. by Handyside
3
caught by J W Coates
5

R Scarth, ct. by Swales
2
caught by J W Coates
1

Clayton, b. by Handyside
2
bowled by Handyside
1

Lilburn, b. by Handyside
0
leg before the wicket
10

Norman, ct. by Swales
3
stumped by Handyside
0

Lipscombe, run out
0
caught by Atkinson
1

Smith, not out
11
not out
4

Mewburn, b. by Handyside
0
bowled by Handyside
0

Parrington, ct. by J W Coates
2
bowled by Handyside
0

Byes etc
16
Byes etc
8

Total
60
Total
33

STOKESLEY AMATEUR

First Innings

Second Innings


Harrison, b. by Lipscombe
5
run out
7

Atkinson, b. by Lipscombe
0
bowled by Lipscombe
0

Swales, b. by Lipscombe
8
bowled by Lipscombe
19

J W Coates, b. by Parrington
0
caught by Parrington
3

Handyside, b. by Parrington
8
bowled by Parrington
1

Johnson, run out
3
caught by Parrington
0

Jackson, ct. by Mewburn
0
caught by Parrington
0

Emerson, not out

3
bowled by Parrington
8

Farrer, b. by Lipscombe
0
caught by M Scarth
0

T Coates, b. by Parrington
0
not out
1

Burgess, run out

0
caught by Lipscombe
0

Byes
8
Byes
4

Total
35
Total
43

The conquering game is shortly to be played, but when and where is not yet arranged.

ALARMING ACCIDENT

As Thomas Tate, a Common Carrier between Stokesley and Stockton was proceeding home on Thursday the 25th ult with a wagon heavily laden, on incautiously attempting to go down Tanton Bank, about a mile from Stokesley, which is steep and narrow, the carriage, overpowered the shaft horse, and being diverted by its speed from the centre of the road to the near side, ran violently into the hedge, forcing the unfortunate driver with his breast upon the fence, and binding him down with the shafts in a most alarming position.  Mr Jackson, of Aryholm, who happened to be near the scene of the catastrophe, rescued the man from his perilous situation, apparently in a dying state, and got him removed to Mrs Jackson’s, of Tanton Hall.

A surgeon being sent for, Mr Loy was speedily in attendance, and remained with him until animation was restored, and he was considered out of danger.  We are happy to state that he is fast recovering.

MARSKE CHORAL SOCIETY

The second Anniversary of this Society was held at the Church of Marske, on Saturday se’night, under the superintendance of Mr Wm Bradley and Son.  The Loftus Church Quoir were in attendance, and assisted on the occasion.  There were several select pieces sung with much taste and judgement, from the most celebrated and popular composers, amongst which were

“Awake up my Glory” – Handel

“Spirit leave thine house of clay” – Fawcett

“Achieved is the glorious work” – Haydn

“Let their celestial concerts” – Handel

“Sound the lound timbrel” – Sir John Stephenson

All of which reflected great credit on the refined taste and talent of Mr Wm Bradley, who, as a teacher of music, cannot be surpassed in the hilly regions of the lovely Cleveland.

We noticed the following ladies and gentlemen amongst the crowded and fashionable audience:- Lady Margaret Yeoman, the Misses Yeoman, Miss Chaloner, Miss Dundas, Miss Louisa Dundas,  -- Yeoman, Esq., Marske Hall, the Rev. T Yeoman, Vicar of Marske.  The company separated at an early hour, highly gratified with their amusement, and fully resolved to hear, at the next anniversary, the sweet choristers of Marske.  Indeed much credit is due to every member of this Society for their zealous attention to promote the interests of this praiseworthy institution.

ARRIVALS AT REDCAR

This fashionable and salubrious resort is now daily receiving an accession to its number of visitors – a rumour has been circulated that a fever is raging in the place, which is a vile fabrication, as it has been and is perfectly free of anything of the kind, no pestilential disorder having been in the village for years. The arrivals are as follow: Dr and Mrs Jenkins and family, Rev Mr and Mrs Minton and family, Rev Mr and Mrs Poole and family, Rev R and Mrs Thompson, Rev Mr and Mrs Tate and family, Rev Mr Dixon and Misses Dixon, Richard Dickson Esq., Mrs Wilkinson, Capt Lally, Mr Hood, Misses Danby, Mr and Mrs Porter, Mr and Mrs Waugh and family, Mrs and Miss Sanders, Mr and Mrs Rydal and family, Mr and Mrs Barker, Miss Barker, Mr and Mrs Jackson and family, Mr T Appleton, J Emerson Esq, Mr and Mrs Carrington and family, Mr and Mrs Pickersgill, Miss Readhead, Mr Edwards, Mr and Mrs Grenside and family, Miss Greenwood, Master and Miss Deardon, Mr and Mrs Dearlove, Mr and Mrs Bradly and family, Mr and Mrs Parker and family, Mr W Pearson, Mr L Holt, Mr Bramley and family, Mr Skelton and family, Mrs Gilbert and son, Mr and Mrs Hill and family, Madam Belvidere, Misses Farrer, Mr and Mrs Russel and family, Mr and Mrs Holt and family, Mrs Charlesworth, Mr and Mrs Teale, Mr and Mrs Jewitt and family, Mr Thompson, Mr John Porter, Miss Henderson, Mr Donaldson, Mr P Donaldson, Geo Sigsworth Esq, Mrs Metcalf, Mrs Dale, Mr and Mrs Hamilton, John Coates Esq, Miss Agnes, Jos Davy Esq and Mrs Davy and family, B Dunn Esq, Mr and Mrs Dobson and family, Mr Coates, Mrs Hawkin, Mrs Johnson, Mr E Barker, Mr and Mrs Hepworth and family, Mr Parker, Misses Lee, Mrs and Miss White, Misses Tomlins, Masters Tomlins, Mrs Harrison and family, T Coates Esq, Mr Longstaff and family, Mr and Mrs Dixon and family, Mr and Mrs Taylor, Mr and Mrs Stephenson and family, Mr and Miss Foster, Miss Hall, Mr Smith and party, Mr and Mrs Dove and family, Mr and Mrs Wood, Mr Snowdon, Mr and Mrs Robinson and family, Mr Key, Miss Featherstone, Mr S Shepherd.

LOFTUS - The Hon. Sir Robt. L Dundas’s Church Sunday School

The third anniversary of this excellent Sunday School, took place on Saturday the 27th ult at Loftus Hall, the seat of Lieut. Gen. the Hon. Sir Robert L Dundas, when one hundred and twenty nine children partook of an excellent tea with plum cake.  It is but justice to state, that the charitable patron of this thriving school, with his usual benevolence, had clothed sixty four girls and forty three boys, who were all exceedingly neat, and whose thankful smiles showed forth the feelings of their grateful dispositions.  It was truly a pleasing sight to the numerous and highly respectable personages who were present on the occasion.  The juvenile company left the mansion of their illustrious benefactor at 8 o’clock pm after a happy evening’s entertainment, with their usual good order and decorum, which elicited smiles of all who were present.

AMERICAN CIRCUS

Mr Sands, on the 15th ult, visited Guisbrough, with his splendid stud of horses and ponies, and his unequalled company of equestrian performers, far outshining Price and North, who visited this district in the summer of last year.  The Stocktonians were equally gratified by their visit the day following.  Circuses seem to be the order of the day.  Driffield, shortly after Mr Sands performed in that town, was on Friday last visited by Mons. Ginnett’s Cirque Olympic company of equestrians, consisting of male and female Italian, French, Russian, and German Artists, from Paris.  The company paraded the town in procession, and gave a performance in the evening.  We have not learnt in what direction they were travelling.

TWEDDELL’S YORKSHIRE MISCELLANY, AND ENGLISHMAN’S MAGAZINE.  LONDON, BRITTAIN.  STOKESLEY;  G TWEDDELL

This magazine has already had many favourable notices since the first number was published, and we feel pleasure in adding our mite to the number.  It is one more instance of the progressive state of literature, and we hope it will meet with the support it deserves.  Among the contributors, are many names of high standing, such as Charles Swain, Bernard Barton, John W Ord etc.  We were particularly pleased with the song of Charles Swain, which is in his happiest style.  Should this magazine continue to give quarterly such gems, we have no doubt of its success, as it is only by such genuine effusions, a magazine can make its way in the present age.  We shall be happy to meet Charles Swain in the next number.

THE WIZARD KING

On the evenings of the 9th and 10th ult Mr F Andoe, the celebrated mysteriachist opened his temple to the inhabitants of Stokesley, and performed a variety of surprising feats of legerdemain, to the infinite amusement and astonishment of his audience.  Mr Andoe’s bill of fare was of a truly wonderful character, and drew respectable audiences both evenings – he is no bunglar in his art, his delusions being of an extremely perfect character, and performed so as to deceive the eye of the closest observer.  Amusements are too unfrequent in the town of Stokesley – without a public institution for intellectual improvement – without a society for the cultivation of the musical faculties of its inhabitants – and without the means of a social interchange of sentiments and opinions – a visit even from such as Mr Andoe excites more than common interest, and furnishes topics of conversation to the inhabitants.  Every individual has a great share of time on his hands, that by the mutual exertions of the inhabitants of this place, might be employed to great advantage.  The mind after being exercised in the necessary pursuits of the day, naturally requires recreation in the evening, and surely some means might be employed where amusement might be combined with instruction, and the tastes, feelings, and intellectual faculties, be improved and refined, by the mutual exertions of the inhabitants of Stokesley.

BIRTHS

At Little Ayton, on the 10th, the wife of Mr John Welford, Farmer, of a son.

At Great Ayton, on the 24th, the wife of Mr John Turnbull, of a daugher.

At Marton, on the 26th, the wife of Mr Joseph Parrington, of a son.

At Stokesley, on the 29th, the wife of Mr Robert Appleton, of a daughter.

MARRIAGES

At Gisbrough, on the 19th ult, by the Rev Henry Clarke, Mr Benjamin Taylor, jun, cabinet-maker, Gisbrough, to Miss Ann Watson, daughter of Mrs Watson, of the Buck Inn, in that place.

At Eaglescliffe, on the 25th ult, by the Rev Wm Pudsey, Mr Sampson Langdale jun, of Mandale, near Stockton-on-Tees, to Jane, the second daughter of Wm Holt, Esq, of Belmont, near Yarm.

DEATHS

At Stokesley, on the 21st ult, aged 20, Mr John Pattison, Nailmaker.

At Stokesley, on the 23rd ult, aged 25, Mr J R Milburn.
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