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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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J BELL ESQ, M.P. FOR THIRSK

We are requested to contradict the announcement which appeared in the Morning Chronicle of Friday the 16 ult under the head of “Weekly Meeting of the Anti-Corn Law League”, that J Bell Esq, member for Thirsk, was present, as such was not the case.  We are positively informed on the authority of Mr Bell himself, that he was not present at the meeting alluded to, nor has he attended any meeting whatever called or held by the Anti-Corn Law League.

QUEEN’S LETTER

On Monday week, in obedience to the Queen’s letter, a sermon was preached in the Parish Church of Northallerton, by the Rev T B Stuart, B.A., vicar, from Proverbs xix. 2, in aid of the National School for the education of the Children of the Poor in the principles of the Established Church;  after which a collection was made, which amounted to £3 17s 4d.

POLICE

We are informed that Mr John Thomas, late a policeman at York, has obtained the situation of Police Officer at Middlesbro’.

SLEIGHT PARISH SCHOOL (near Whitby)

After a scrutinizing examination of several candidates for the above school, Mr Wm Anderson, late pupil of Loftus Parochial school, was duly elected to fill the situation.  He was also chosen to fill the office of parish clerk by a great majority.

THE POOR

The soup kitchen recently established at Stockton, for the relief of the poor is not in active operation, and in consequence above 1,000 quarts of soup are sold weekly at 1d per quart, to poor families making application for it.

CONCERT AT GISBOROUGH

On Thursday the 23rd of January, Mr Barraclough, the blind Orpheus, honoured this place with a visit and delighted the inhabitants with a riffaciamento of vocal and instrumental music.  His songs and accompaniments on the Piano, were of a very superior description, and elicited warm applause from a crowded and attentive audience, comprising all the fashion and beauty of the Metropolis of Cleveland.  We have no doubt if Mr Barraclough visits our lovely vale again, that he will be received with similar cordiality, nor do we think he needs any additional attractions than his own.

STOKESLEY

A ball came off at the Golden Lion Inn, on Thursday, the 1st ult under the management of Mr Robert Fawcitt and Mr Wm Taylor.  The galaxy of beauty quite outshone those congregated on previous occasions.  Dancing commenced at 8 in the evening, and after spending the night in the greatest pleasantry and merriment, not one


“Went home till morning, till daylight did appear.”

The refreshments provided for the occasion, by Mrs William Weatherill, were first rate and need no encomium.

CONCERT AT STOCKTON

A Concert of vocal and instrumental music was given by Mr J P Jewson, on the evening of Shrove Tuesday last, at the Assembly Rooms, Town Hall, Stockton.  This being the first appearance of Mr J in the capacity of a Concert giver, we were glad to see him supported by a respectable and numerous portion of the inhabitants.  The vocalists were Mrs Norton, Miss Dunbar, and Mr Milligan, the most effective trio Stockton can produce.  The voice of the former is rich in the extreme, and the manner in which she executed “Bid me discourse” was full of sweetness and just conception, and established her as the first female vocalist in the town.  Miss Dunbar seems more at home in duets than solos, and the blending of the rich and mellow in that of “I know a bank” produced the gem of the evening.  Mr Milligan was “at his ease” and formed an agreeable contrast to the timidity and bashfulness of the ladies.  The instrumental, comprising most of the Amateurs of Stockton, gave general satisfaction.  The ball after the concert, was led off by T Jennett Esq and was kept up with great spirit.  The whole was creditable to Mr Jewson, and we have no doubt, with the encouragement he has met with on his first appearance, the lovers of music in Stockton will be ready to support him on future occasions.

LAUGHABLE SCENE AT AN AUCTION

Some time since, at the sale of an old gentleman’s effects in the High Street, Stockton, his pictures were brought out and sold at high prices, among others were some miniatures supposed to be of Charles I., and were sold for about a guinea each;  then a very small painting was put up, and when it had reached 12s the auctioneer declared upon his honour that it was worth £2.  Gentlemen bid keenly until it brought above £2 (a laugh) and the auctioneer said it was positively worth £5 (Renewed laughter).  Biddings increased rapidly until it reached £5, when the auctioneer lost his gravity, and said there must be some mistake about it, and after examining it again declared, a la Robins, that it was worth £50 amid roars of laughter, but he knocked it down minus the cipher.

A RHYMING BUTCHER

A few days ago some mischievous wags by way of a frolic, walked off with a coat belonging to a Stockton butcher, named Geo Burn, which useful covering he had left in his slaughter house.  He therefore hit upon the expedient of having it called by the town crier, and composed the following effusion, his maiden production, which the bellman called all over the town, to the great diversion of the rising generation, and by which notable means the coat, in a very short time, was returned to its rightful owner :-


“I’ve lost my coat I do declare,


To bring it back it is but fair;


Such tricks as these you should not learn,


So bring it back to me, George Burn.



God save the Queen.”

INGLEBY GREENHOW

An inquest was held on the 23rd ult at the Shoulder of Mutton Inn, Ingleby, before Mr T Coates, deputy coroner.  The deceased was the infant son of John Peacock, Tilemaker, who on the afternoon of Wednesday the 21st ult, was left in the house alone.  From the evidence it appeared that the mother of the child had not been absent many minutes, before the little sufferer came to the door, enveloped in flames, which were readily extinguished by an adjoining neighbour.  The child said he was taking the reckon off the crane, when his clothes took fire.  Although deceased was attended by two medical gent. and every means used for his recovery, he expired on the following Friday.  Verdict “Burnt to Death”.

DANBY – DEATH BY BURNING

An old woman, in her 90th year, named Milcha Swales, came to her death under the following circumstances:-  The deceased resided with Mr Dobson and his family, who were all from home on Friday the 15th inst, excepting their daughter, and she having occasion to leave the house for a short time to feed some cattle, on her return perceived the clothes of the unfortunate woman in a blaze.  She succeeded in immediately extinguishing the flame.  A spark had flown from the fire upon the helpless creature’s clothes and ignited.  She languished until Sunday when death put an end to her sufferings.  An inquest was held the succeeding day before Mr T Coates, deputy coroner, and the jury returned a verdict of “Accidental Death”.

MIDDLESBRO’

A coroner’s inquest was held at the Britannia Inn, Middlesbro, on the 19th ult before John P Sowerby, Esq., on the body of Sarah Ann Smith, daughter of John Smith.  The deceased, who was one year old, together with three other children, were put to bed on Saturday night by their mother, and next morning deceased was found laid on her face at the foot of the bed, covered with the bed clothes.  A medical witness was examined and he was of opinion that the child had died from suffocation.  Verdict:- “Accidental Death”.

TEMPERANCE

A very interesting lecture in favour of Total Abstinence from all intoxicating liquors, was delivered in the West Langbaurgh School Room, Stokesley, on the evening of Wednesday, the 21st ult, by that celebrated lecturer, Mr Thomas Whittaker of London.  The attendance, though not so numerous as on some occasions, was good, and from the order which prevailed we could not but infer that the audience was greatly interested in the proceedings of the meeting.

SUDDEN DEATH

A coroner’s inquest was held at the Stokesley Workhouse on Saturday, the 3rd ult, before John Page Sowerby, Esq, on the body of James Gordon, when the following evidence was adduced:-  The deceased, a well known itinerant, was at the lodging house, in Stokesley, on Wednesday last, and stated that he had been bitten by a Mad Dog.  He made several attempts to seize hold of some parties in the lodging house, who were obliged to threaten to send for the policeman and have him committed.  He then became very disorderly, and wandered about the street.  On Thursday deceased was admitted into the workhouse, at which time he evidently was labouring under great excitement.  The medical gentleman for the union attended immediately, but there were no symptoms of hydrophobia.  The master of the workhouse found some powders in deceased’s pocket, which he said he was taking for a particular disease.  Next day he was rather in low spirits, but in the evening he was again somewhat more cheerful; he took his supper, and, next morning, when the master went to his bedroom, life was extinct.  In consequence of the powder having been found it was suspected deceased had poisoned himself, and the coroner issued a summons, ordering the body to be opened.  Mr Loy, accompanied by other professional gentlemen, proceeded to inspect the body, but nothing of a poisonous nature was discovered in the stomach.  On examining the brain there were some signs of inflammation.  Deceased was 65 years of age.  The verdict of the jury was “Died by the visitation of God.”

PARISH OF SKELTON – STARVED TO DEATH

Mr T Coates, deputy coroner, held an inquest, on the 27th ult, at the Sailor Laddy, Skate Beck, Moorsholm, on the body of Mr Richard Tate, formerly a Farmer in Bilsdale, and of late a resident at Great Ayton.  It appeared from the evidence adduced that the deceased had been on a visit to see his brother, and left there on Friday morning last, he said he was going home across the moor by the way of Aryholme  - the same night deceased was met by a man, about half a mile from the place where he was found.  At that time it was blowing and snowing very hard.  After some conversation and being asked where he was going, answered, “I am going on here a piece,” they parted.  Mr Fell of Moorsholm, on the following night, saw something in a field, a short distance from his dwellinghouse, which he took to be some birds, but perceiving the same on Monday morning, he went to the place.  Deceased was laid partly on his left side, straight out, with one of his hands under his head, and nearly covered with snow.  The unfortunate old man had reached his 70th year and no doubt from exhausted strength had laid down, and died from the inclemency of the weather.  Verdict:- “Found Dead.”

J CHAPMAN

(successor to Mr Burn)

Engraver on Copper, Wood, etc, and Copper-Plate Printer

High Street, near the Gas Works, Stockton.

Begs respectfully to announce to the Inhabitants of this and the neighbouring Towns,

that he has commenced business as above, in all its branches;

and hopes by strict attention to all orders entrusted to him, to merit the patronage of the public.

Bankers’ Notes, Cheques, Drafts, etc

Merchants’ Bills of Exchange, Parcels, Lading, etc,

Arms, Crests etc, engraved on Gold, Silver etc.

Door and Window Plates made and engraved.

Stockton, Feb., 1844.

IN THE AFFAIRS of Mr BARTHOLOMEW GOLDSBROUGH, LATE OF MIDDLETON-ON-LEVEN, IN CLEVELAND, FARMER AND BUTCHER, DECEASED.

All Persons having any Claim against the Estate and Effects of the above named BARTHOLOMEW GOLDSBROUGH, are hereby requested immediately to forward an Account of their respective claims, with the nature of their Securities (if any), to Robert Palmer, of Stokesley, the Solicitor to the Executors, in order that the same may be examined, and (if correct) discharged.



By order of the Executors





Robert Palmer 

Stokesley, 10th Feb. 1844

CLEVELAND AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION

A general meeting of the Subscribers to this Association, was held at the Black Swan Hotel, pursuant to notice, on Thursday the 29th ult, Edmund Turton Esq in the Chair – present Thomas Simpson, John P Sowerby, G T Hutchinson, R R Burgess, W Garbutt, H Hick, Jno Richardson, Wm Simpson, and Thomas Loy Esqrs, Messrs Medd Scarth, John Braithwaite, John Harrison, J Phillips, B Benton and many others.

The Secretary’s Accounts for the past year were audited and passed, showing a small balance in favour of the Association.  Many new Premiums were arranged to be given, for male and female Servants, for Vegetable Produce, Fallow-land, etc.  The meeting adjourned about Five o’clock.

BIRTHS

On the 9th ult, at Carlton, the wife of Mr Geo. Stainthorpe, of a daughter.

On the same day, at Hilton, the wife of Mr John Cowling, of a daughter.

On the 10th ult, at Great Ayton, the wife of Mr Thomas Harrison, of a son.

On the same day, at Stokesley, the wife of Mr Wm Stephenson, of a son.

On the same day, at Langbaurgh, the wife of Mr W Garbutt, of a son.

On the 17th ult at Stokesley, the wife of the Rev James Lemon, Wesleyan Minister, of a son.

On the same day, at Great Busby, the wife of Mr Robt Wise, of a son.

On the same day, at Great Broughton, the wife of Mr William Humphrey, of a daughter.

On the 19th ult at Battersby, the wife of Mr John Eccles, of a daughter.

On the 25th ult at the same place, the wife of Wm Usher, labourer, of a daughter.

MARRIAGES

On Thursday, the 15th ult at the Parish Church of Stokesley, by the Rev C Cator, M A, George Grenside Esq., Attorney, of Stokesley, to Miss Elizabeth Lister, of the same place.

DEATHS

On the 3rd ult, at Stokesley, in the workhouse, James Gordon, aged 65 years.

On the 11th ult, at Nunthorpe, Mr Richard Dunn, aged 89.

On the 14th ult, at Great Ayton, Mary, the wife of Mr Jasper Charlton, aged 74.

On the 14th ult at Carlton, Mr Francis Rose, aged 74.

On the 17th ult, at Stokesley, Mrs Healey, relict of John Healey Esq, aged 81.

On the 19th ult, at the same place, Alfred Hunter, aged 11 years, son of Mr John Hunter, Excise Officer.

On the 20th ult, at Winley Hill, Mr Jervis Coates, aged 20.

On the 23rd ult, at Carlton, Mrs Ellen Calvert aged 95.

On the 22nd ult, at Stokesley, Mr Geo. Halton, Bellman, aged 65.

On the 23rd ult, at the same place, Sarah, the wife of John Scott, labourer, aged 68.

On the 24th ult, at the same place, Elizabeth, the widow of Mr John Appleton, late a Solicitor, in Stokesley.

On the 25th ult, at Whitby, whither he had gone for the benefit of his health, Mr John Hodgson, of this place, Draper, aged 29.  He was for some time, a Local preacher, in the Wesleyan Connexion, and was deservedly respected for his strict integrity and uncompromising piety.
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