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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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CLEVELAND DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL SHOW

On Thursday, Sep 7th, the tenth annual meeting of the above important society was held at Guisbro’.  The show of stock took place in a large field near to that town, and commenced at ten o’clock in the morning.  Soon afterwards a large and respectable company entered the ground including many elegantly dressed females.  The weather was beautiful, and, combined with the charming scenery around, had a most brilliant effect.

With respect to the stock shown we can state that, (as might be expected of the district in which the show is held, being much noted for its superior breed of short horned cattle and horses, called “Cleveland Bays”), the quality of it was excellent but the number was small.  This has been accounted for on the ground that many of the farmers were prevented taking their beasts there, through the prevalence of an epidemic amongst them.  There was a beautiful show of horses which excited universal admiration, and there were many excellent specimens of sheep, pigs, and poultry.  Contrary to the general custom,, there was no agricultural implements shown, but from what took place at the dinner subsequently, attention was called to the desirableness of awarding premiums for implements:  which is to be hoped will be carried into effect.  The labours of the judges concluded about three o’clock, and they awarded the following prizes :-

LEICESTER SHEEP.  Shearling Tup – 1, William Nightingale, Hilton; 2, Wm Nightingale.  Aged Tup – 1, Geo Peirson; 2, Sir Wm Pennyman.  Five Shearling Weathers – John Rigg.  Five Shearling Gimmers – John Harrison.  Five Breeding Ewes – Robert Watson.

PIGS.  Boar, small breed – John Harrison.  Boar, large breed – Wm Hornsey.  Sow, small breed – Wm Hornsey.  Sow, large breed – Wm Ventress.  Cottager’s Pig – 1, Geo Fletcher;  2, Thos Eston.

CATTLE.  Cow in Calf or in Milk – 1, Robt Hymers; 2, John Rigg.  Yearling Heifer – 1, Henry Vansittart Esq; 2, Jos Cleasby.  Two years old Heifer – 1, The Earl of Zetland; 2, Henry Vansittart Esq.  Yearling Bull – 1, Geo Reade Esq; 2, Richard Dixon.  Two years old Bull – 1, Wm Wardle; 2, Henry Vansittart Esq.

HORSES.  Cleveland bred Mare and Foal – 1, John Wood; 2, William Hart.  Cleveland Foal, Colt or Filly – John Pybus.  Cleveland Yearling Filly – 1, John Wood; 2, Joseph Garbutt.  Cleveland two years old Filly – 1, George Stonehouse; 2, Joseph Garbutt.  Coaching Mare in Foal – John Braithwaite.  Coaching Foal – 1, John Wood; 2, Thos Thompson.  Yearling Coaching Colt – John Harrison.  Two years old Coaching Colt -  Ralph Benton.  Three years old Coaching Colt – 1, John Harrison; 2, Wm Nightingale.  Mare in Foal, for breeding Hack or Hunter – 1, George Reade Esq; 2, Robert Watson.  Two or three years old Colt for Hack or Hunter – 1, Wm Thompson; 2, Wm Simpson.  Mare in Foal, for breeding.  Draught Horses – William Boyes.

POULTRY

Best pair of Barn Door Fowls, male and female – Miss Clarke 10s;  George Coates 5s.  Best Pair of young ditto –Miss Foulis 5s.  Best pair of Ducks male and female – Miss Reade 10s; Miss S Harrison 5s.  Best pair of Young Ducks – Lady Foulis 5s.  Best pair of Turkeys, male and female – Miss Askew 10s.  Best Young Turkey – Miss Askew 5s.  Best pair of Geese, male and female – Mrs Fawcett 10s;  Lady Foulis 5s.  Best young Goose – Mrs Fawcett 5s.

JUDGES

FOR STOCK.  Mr Stamper, North Holme, near Kirbymoorside;  Mr John Booth, Killerby, near Catterick;  and Mr John Parrington, Sockburn, near Darlington.

FOR POULTRY.  Mr Thomas Parrington, of Marton, and Mr Wm Pearson, of Ormesby.

The Guisborough band afterwards played some popular airs from the field, through the streets, and opposite Murray’s Hotel, and a very lively scene was presented.

THE DINNER

About four o’clock, a very excellent dinner, embracing everything that could please the palate, together with a dessert and wines, were served up by Mr Murray in the Town Hall, and they were partaken of by upwards of one hundred individuals.  Robert Chaloner Esq was in the chair, and Messrs Wm Hart, T T Trevor, and W Black, of Marske, officiated as vice-presidents.  We observed on the right of the chairman, the Earl of Zetland, Sir Wm Foulis Bart, Edmund Turton Esq, Mr E Turton jun, John Thos Wharton Esq, Mr Smith and the Rev H Clarke.  On the left of the chairman, were Lord Milton, the Hon Frederick Dundas, R M Jacques Esq, H Clarke Esq, Rev W Wharton, Geo Wharton Esq, J B Rudd Esq, Thos Fowle Esq of Northallerton, Chas Oxley Esq and Geo Reade Esq.

SERIOUS THEFT
On Tuesday, the 19th ult Mr Jas Biggins, of Ayton, near Stokesley, attended the cattle fair to dispose of some cows.  After he had sold them he went into a public-house in Church-street, where he spent the afternoon in drinking.  In the evening he sallied into the town in a state of intoxication, and from the uproar he made, soon had a gaping crowd around him – admirers of the bit of entertaining fun so kindly created for their amusement.  But alas! For Biggins; some felonious “person or persons”, not content with his drunken gymnastics, and the diverting fluency of his speech, which drink alone in some produces, robbed him of a considerable sum of money, to the amount it is said of £40 or £50.  An itinerant musician was taken up on suspicion, but nothing transpiring to criminate him, he was discharged.  The bellman was soon afterwards dispatched round the town with the following announcement: - Lost this evening, between the church and Northoutgate, a large sum of money, contained in a canvas purse;  whoever brings the same to me will receive a reward of £2.  Alas! The bellman cried in vain.  Yorkshire Gazette

FIRE AT GUISBRO’
A chimney in the house of Mr Thomas Dennis, of this place, cabinet-maker, took fire on the evening of Saturday last.  Whilst the flames were seen issuing out of the chimney, fears were entertained that this good substantial building was about to undergo the fate of some thatched premises, which were burnt down a short time ago in one of our principal streets.  If this had been the case Mr Dennis would have suffered a very considerable loss, and several thatched houses adjoining would have been in great danger.  Happily, however, the fire was extinguished before any serious damage was sustained.

BIRTHS

On the 4th ult the wife of William Lowe, of Little Broughton, of a son

On the 5th ult the wife of John Wrightson, of Skutterscelfe, of a son

On the 8th ult the wife of Robert Barugh, of Tanton, of a son

On the 8th ult the wife of George Hoggart, of Great Broughton, of a son

DEATHS

On the 2nd ult at Great Broughton, Jane Wilson, aged 19.

On the 5th ult at Stokesley, Hannah Moore, aged 17.

On the 11th ult at Malvern, in Worcestershire, whither he had gone for the benefit of his health, Mr Robert Hartas, of Rosedale Abbey, near Kirbymoorside, aged 56, one of the Society of Friends, a man justly esteemed by a large circle, as was evinced by the number of neighbours and friends, who on the day of interment, were seen following his remains across the moor to their last resting place at the Friends’ burial place, at Castleton, on Tuesday week.

Died at Marske, on the 12th inst Mrs Mary Ann Fitzgerald, aged 49 years.  Under a most peculiar, severe, and protracted affliction, she manifested the most cheerful resignation to the Divine Will, and her end was peaceful and happy.

On the 13th ult at Tanton, Jasper, infant son of Robert Barugh.
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