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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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POLICE INTELLIGENCE

July 4th 1843.  Before the Rev Wm Gooch, clerk.  On this day, Peter Cross, of Heighton in Lancashire, James Stones of Bolton, in the same county, and Josiah Laud of Walton, in the West Riding of the county of York, were convicted of vagrancy in the township of Hutton Rudby, on the 3rd inst, and committed to the House of Correction at Northallerton, to hard labour for seven days.

July 8th 1843.  Present Wm Mauleverer Esq and the Rev Wm Gooch, clerk.  On this day, Eliz. Corney, of Guisborough, widow, was convicted of having allowed a wagon, belonging to her, to be used, on the 28th June last, without having her name etc painted thereon – ordered to pay a fine of 2s 6d and costs.

July 8th.  Before the Rev Wm Gooch and Wm Mauleverer Esq.  Mr James Emerson appeared, by Mr Weatherill his solicitor, to a summons, granted on the information of Mr Robert Hymers, which charged Mr Emerson and others, with illegally attempting to take fish, on the 20th of May last, in a stream at Easby, belonging to Dr John Hymers – the charge was dismissed with costs.

July 13th.  Before Sir William Foulis Bart.  On this day, Wm Reid and Ann, his wife, both of Manchester, were convicted of vagrancy, at Ormesby, on the 12th ult, and committed to the House of Correction, for fourteen days.

July 22nd.  Present Robt. Hildyard and Wm Mauleverer, Esqrs.  Jno Johnson, of East Harlsey, farmer, was fined 20s and costs for having on the 24th May last, allowed a wagon to be used having thereon a fictitious name.

July 22nd.  Anne Pyburn, of Ingleby Arncliffe, was fined 1s and costs, for allowing two carts to be used on the 3rd ult without having her name etc painted thereon.

July 22nd.  Christiana Swalwell, wife of Thomas Swalwell, of Great Ayton was fined 2s 6d and costs, for having on the 6th ult rescued two asses and a pony, which had been seized for the purpose of being impounded.

July 22nd.  Upon hearing the complaint of Jno Wake, an apprentice to Jas Meek, of Hutton Rudby, against the said James Meek, for having on the 12th ult illtreated him, the said Jno Wake  - ordered that he be forthwith discharged from his apprenticeship, and that the said James Meek, pay the costs.

BIRTH EXTRAORDINARY
The wife of Richard Ramsden, of Carlton, was on Tuesday, July 4th, safely delivered of three children, a girl and two boys – one of the latter was still born.  About three years ago she had twins.

FATAL ACCIDENT

As Mr George Coates, of Middlesborough, Butcher, was returning from Stockton, about ten o’clock, on the night of the 6th of July last, furiously driving a gelding, on turning the corner leading from the Stockton road to Middlesborough, (which is near the village of Acklam) the gig was upset.  Mr Wm Neasham, of Acklam, Farmer, was at a short distance, and witnessed the fatal scene, and immediately went to deceased’s assistance, who was under the gig, and extracted him therefrom;  he was quite insensible, and died about a quarter of an hour afterwards.  On examining the body, he had received a fracture on the left side of the head.  An Inquest was held the following day, at the house of Mr Malthouse.  The jury returned a verdict of accidental death.  Deceased was 38 years of age.

REDCAR

We are glad to observe that this fashionable watering place continues crowded with highly respectable families.  Amusements of various descriptions are also frequent, and steam boat excursions occur almost weekly to the neighbourhood.  All the lodging houses, and especially those of a superior description have been pretty full during the season, and the principal Inns have had a fair share of public patronage, although Mrs Sowray’s has stood first on the list.  Redcar is still thronged with visitors, among which are the following, favoured us by Mr Christopher Moore :-

Rev Mr Richardson and niece, Rev T H Powell and Mrs Powell and family, Rev Mr Laymot, the nurse and children of the Right Rev the Lord Bishop of Ripon, Rev Mr Poole and Mrs Poole and family, Mrs Walker and family, Richard Dickson Esq, Mrs Wilkinson, Miss Dickson, Mrs Stobalt, Miss Charlesworth, Mr and Mrs John Eteson and family, Mr and Mrs W Craem and family, Mrs Jackson, Mr Wm Smith, Miss Jackson, Mr and Mrs Lichfield and family, Mrs Monson and family, Mrs Cayley, Miss R Favel, Mr and Mrs Henry Teal, Mr and Mrs Burchall and family, R R Watton Esq and Mrs Watton, Miss Scotchburn, Mr Joseph Barnett, Mrs Oates, the Misses Oates, Mrs Gilber t and family, Mr Coates, Mr Beetham, Mr Rowland, Samuel George Esq, Mr Oates, Miss Jones, P Dunn Esq, Mr John Charlesworth, Mr S Charlesworth, Mrs Emmerson and family, Mrs Jackson, Miss Jackson, Lieutenant Jackson R.N., R Jackson Esq, Mr Heseltine, Mr Ayres, Miss Ayres, Mr G Ayres, Miss Vard, Miss Shaw, James Coates Esq and Mrs Coates and family, Sir Edward Walker Bart, Mr Joseph Walker, Mr and Mrs Alderson, Mrs Trebeck, Mrs Charnock and family, Mr William Charlesworth, Mrs and Miss Naylor, Miss Naylor, Rev N Manning and Mrs Manning and family, Mr and Mrs Bradley and family, Mrs Scott, Mr and Mrs Barker and family, R Dunn Esq, the three Misses Heslop, Mrs Conyers Hudson, Mr and Mrs Tyrlee and family, Mr and Mrs Whitehead and family, Miss Richey, Mr and Mrs Weatherburn, Mrs and Miss Biggins, Mr Carlin, Miss Ward, Miss Pickersgill, Mr and Mrs Carter, Mr and Mrs Lambert and family, P Tolson Esq, John Coates Esq and Mrs Coates and family, Mrs Mow, Mr Whytehead, Mrs Jaques, Dr Whytehead, Mrs Strangeway, Rev S Slack and family.

EWING’S WAXWORKS

A good collection of Composition Figures have been exhibiting in Stockton, Middlesborough, and Stokesley, many of which do great credit to the artist.  On Thursday evening last, we visited the exhibition, and were much pleased with the figures of Tam O’Shanter and Souter Johnny, which were exceedingly well executed, a figure of Burns the Scottish Poet, and a group representing “the last moments of Anne Boleyn”, also “the Earl of Leicester’s last interview with Amy Robsart”.  Altogether, they are a good travelling collection, and half an hour may be well spent in paying a visit to the promenade.

ELOPEMENT

At the hamlet of Tanton, a few weeks ago, an incident which is somewhat unusual in this district took place, which caused considerable excitement in the neighbourhood.  At a very early hour in the morning, a chaise drawn by four grey horses, was observed to dash along at a rapid pace, in the direction of Stockton-on-Tees, which it afterwards appeared, contained a youthful pair, wending their way to Edinburgh.  The nuptial knot was tied, and they were, on their return, married at the parish church of Ayton.  The lucky bridegroom is Wm Loy Esq M.D. of Great Ayton, and the lovely bride, Hannah second daughter of the late George Jackson Esq of Tanton.

STOKESLEY UNION

A meeting of the Guardians of this Union took place on Saturday, the 8th ult for the purpose of electing Medical Officers, when Thomas Loy Esq M.A. was appointed for the Stokesley Division, by a majority of 8 votes.  For the Hutton Rudby Division, Mr Harker;  and for Ayton Division, W A Loy Esq M.D.

BIRTHS

At Stokesley, on Tuesday the 18th ult the wife of Mr J I Lincoln, of a son

Great Ayton, on the 3rd ult the wife of Robert Mankin, Labourer, of a daughter

DEATHS

At Stokesley, on the 6th ult Mary the wife of Mr John Turner, Grocer, aged 65

At Seamer Hill, on the 8th, Elizabeth the Widow of Mr Wm Sayer, aged 78

On the 10th at Dromonby, aged 52, Mr Wm Thompson

At Stokesley, on the 13th, aged 78, Mrs Mary Barker

At Guisborough on Friday, July 14th, aged 78, the Rev James Wilcock, for a great number of years master of the Grammar School.  The deceased was highly respected by all who knew him and was especially beloved by his pupils (of whom the writer was one) for his kindness, affability, and condescension.

At Faceby, on the 23rd, aged 71, Mr James Appleton.
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