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INTRODUCTION

The Cleveland Repertory and Stokesley Advertiser was published for just three full years 1843-1845 and printed in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, by William Braithwaite.  In his Introductory Address to the first volume he states :

“An opinion has been long entertained, and frequently expressed to us, that a cheap Periodical Paper, being a general Repertory of News, Literary and Scientific, Political, Agricultural, and Commercial, published after monthly intervals, and conducted on sound constitutional principles, was a desideratum in Cleveland.”

One hundred and sixty years later this publication provides a vivid insight into life in the mid 1800s in an agricultural community around the time of the arrival of the railways.  Extracts have been taken of the local news items some of which are “Police Intelligence”, Agriculture, Stokesley Races, Cricket matches, Railways, Church and Chapel events, Inquests, Births Marriages and Deaths, Visitors to Redcar during the summer, and many more snippets of what we might now call “Gossip”.  There are tragic deaths by drowning and burning, a Game keeper shot by a poacher, a lion in Northallerton, a rabid dog in Stokesley.  The use of the English language takes you back in time.

The area covered by the stories is broadly old Cleveland including Stockton, Middlesbrough, south west to Northallerton, and across the North York Moors to Staithes in the east.  Stokesley is at the heart of the publication and when it states “of this place” this means Stokesley.

Local, family and social historians will find these extracts full of information not easily available elsewhere.  The period 1843-1845 was soon after the introduction of civil registration in 1837 when many people did not comply with the new regulations, but local intelligence was aware of who was being born and dying.  The local vicars did not always complete the parish registers at this time, and not many inquest reports exist in local record offices so this is an invaluable source of information. 

The spelling and punctuation have been retained as the original in order to give a flavour of the period.  Town names such as Guisborough and Middlesbrough are spelt many different ways, and people’s names may be variously spelt.
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VALUABLE FARMING STOCK &c AT NEWBY

TO BE SOLD BY AUCTION

By Messrs Appleton and Farrow, on Thursday and Friday, the 11th and 12th days of May, 1843, on the premises lately occupied by Mr Thomas Johnson, (deceased), all the FARMING STOCK, IMPLEMENTS OF HUSBANDRY, and DAIRY UTENSILS,

Consisting of 10 Draught Horses, 1 Pony, 1 three years old Colt, 1 two years old Filly, 7 Cows calven and in calf, 3 Finger Calves, 1 two years old Bull, 5 two years old Heifers and Steers, 8 one year old ditto, 21 Cheviot Hogs, 2 Cheviot Ewes and their Followers, 7 Country Ewes and their Followers, 1 Tup, 11 Store Pigs, 2 Long Carts, 2 Short ditto, Gearing for 8 Horses, 4 Ploughs, 3 Pairs of Harrows, 1 Box Roller nearly new, 1 Gig and Harness, Saddles and Bridles, Scales and Weights, 8 Sack Bars, Pump and Stone Trough, 2 Grindstones, Wheelbarrow, Gripes, Shovels, Forks, Ladders, Spades, Scythes, Ropes, &c. 

1 Stack of Well-won Hay, to be taken off the Premises, and a quantity of Potatoes.

The Dairy Utensils consist of 2 Cheese Presses and Vats, 1 Milk Kettle, 1 Barrel Churn, 2 Lead Bowls, Butter Trough and Cheese Shelves, 1 Safe, 2 Pickle Tubs, Pails, Tubs, Cans, &c.

ALSO THE HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE

Comprising 7 Mahogany Hair-seated Chairs, 1 Mahogany Dining Table, 4 Pier and other Glasses, 8 Camp and other Bedsteads, 6 Feather Beds, 6 Oak Chairs, 1 Round Oak Table, Half-chest of Drawers, 1 Washstand, 1 Dresser and Delfrack, 2 Squabs, 1 Clock, a quantity of Books, Pots, Pans, Clothes Horses, Corner Cupboard, Forms, Chairs, 2 Deal Tables, 5 Boxes, Fenders and Fire Irons, 2 Ovens and Grates, 1 Furnace and Grate, 2 Ranges, and various other Articles.

The Farming Stock and Implements of Husbandry will be sold on the first day, and the Dairy Utensils and Household Furniture on the second day.  The Sale to commence each day at 11 o’clock.

POLICE INTELLIGENCE

At the Petty Sessions held at Stokesley on the 8th of April 1943, before E Turton and W Mauleverer Esquires, and the Rev W Gooch;  upon hearing the complaint of J S Pratt, inspector of weights etc for the division of Langbaurgh West, against Joseph Gibb, of Middlesborough, innkeeper, for having in his possession one quart measure which was unjust, it was ordered that he pay a fine of 6d and the costs.

On the 15th of April, before Edmund Turton Esq on the complaint of Henry Fryer, keeper of the workhouse of the Stokesley Union, against Elizabeth Morgan, for misbehaving herself in the said workhouse, and violently assaulting and beating a pauper in the said workhouse, and for having insulted the matron thereof, and made use of opprobrious language towards her and the paupers in the said workhouse.  It was ordered that she be committed to the House of Correction at Northallerton, to hard labour for ten days.

TEMPERANCE

On Tuesday evening, the 4th ult. Mr T G Thompson, travelling agent for the North and East Riding Union, delivered a lecture on the subject of Total Abstinence from all intoxicating drinks, in the Bethel Chapel, Stokesley.  The lecturer occupied the principal of his time in confuting the objections, which are generally brought to bear upon Teetotallism.  The attendance was good.  A collection was made towards defraying the expenses of the society.

HINDERWELL AND ROXBY COURSING MEETING

The 8th anniversary of the above meeting was held at Staithes on the 13th inst.  After a number of very interesting courses had been decided, the members of the club, together with other Sportsmen of the neighbourhood; - in all about fifty, sat down to an excellent dinner, at the White Horse Inn, Staithes, on which occasion Mrs Cole, the worthy Hostess evinced her usual anxiety and discrimination in catering for the public.  Not only had she supplied the characteristic fare of England, but every dainty of the season was procured suitable to the palate of the most epicurean.  Mr Trattles was unanimously called to the chair, and acquitted himself in his usual affable and cheerful manner.  The conviviality of the evening was kept up until a seasonable hour, and after a number of appropriate speeches had been delivered, and many a hearty song rekindled the “The light of other days”, the company separated highly delighted with the day’s entertainment.

CRICKET

A Return Match between the clubs of Ingleby Greenhow and Swainby, came off at the former place on the 11th ult which, on this occasion, terminated in favor of Ingleby Greenhow.  Swainby club need not be disheartened, as their competitors beat them by only six notches.

MUSHROOMS

A fine dish of well grown mushrooms was gathered a week ago by Mr Stephen Ainsley, in a close in his occupation, to the North of this place.

CHAMELION HEN

An old hen, belonging to Mr T Maynard of Ingleby Greenhow, has for several years changed her colour as the year changed, being one year white, another black, another yellow and so on.  At present she is a beautiful speckled grey.

CHURCH RATE MEETING

In pursuance of notice duly given, a Meeting was convened in the Vestry of the Parish Church of Stokesley on Easter Monday last, for the purpose of examining the Churchwardens’ Accounts, electing new Wardens, and ascertaining what sum would be requisite for the ensuing year.  The Rev. Charles Cator, the Rector of the Parish, presided.  The accounts of the late Churchwardens were passed and Messrs J and W Stephenson were elected Churchwardens – and a Rate of 1d in the £ granted.  It is to be regretted, that the Reverend Chairman was insulted by parties, the standing and office of some of whom, ought to have overruled such a proceeding.

COMPETITION IN ANGLING

The following gentlemen of the Cleveland Angling Club, were highly entertained with a day’s amusement, on Saturday, the 22nd ultimo, at a rivulet near to Mulgrave Castle, on the property of the Most Noble Constantine Henry, Marquis of Normanby.  The day was favourable and sport excellent.  A booth was erected near the margin of the stream, outside of which was a balcony for an amateur and, of no mean description, which during the day performed many superb pieces of music.  At the close of the sport the numbers of fish caught were as follows:-



Captain Claney, Subian House


43



Mr John Atkinson, Lofthouse


58



Mr C Keane, Lofthouse



52



Mr Wm Pearson, Brook Hall


49



Mr Bloomfield, York



34



Mr Wood, Stockton



27







Total
263

The evening was spent in harmony, and many times was the goblet of Ambrosia quaffed to the fair-sex of the vale of Cleveland.

APPOINTMENT

We are informed that Mr R Weatherill, of Kildale, was on Tuesday last appointed Auditor to the Guisborough Union.

MR WILLIAM BARKER

It gives us pleasure to observe that amongst the number of young men who obtained the Diploma of the Veterinary College of Edinburgh, on the 20th and 21st ult is Mr William Barker, son of Mr L Barker of this place; and that his examination reflected great credit upon himself.  The time is now come when the diseases of our domestic animals are meeting with that attention which they have been too long denied;  and it is only by the application of men of talent and science, that Veterinary practice can be established upon a sure and safe foundation.

BIRTHS

On the 3d ult. The wife of W Snowdon, of Stokesley, of a son

On the 9th ult. The wife of T Weatherill, of a son

On the 16th ult. The wife of Mr John Taylor, of Middlesbro’, of a daughter

On the 17th ult. The wife of R Mothersdale, of Seamer, of a son

On the same day, The wife of Mr Jonathan Simpson of Broughton, of a daughter

On the 19th ult. The wife of George Story, of Stokesley, of a son

On the 29th ult. The wife of T Skelton, of Carlton, of a son

MARRIAGE

On Monday the 10th ult. by the Rev. Baldwin Wake, Mr Wm Barker, of Westerdale, to Miss Scarth of Kirkdale.

DEATHS

On the 1st ult. Of Consumption, Capt. John Cole, of Staithes, aged 32 years.

On the 2nd ult. At Easby, John Garbutt, aged 18 years.

On the 15th ult. Aged 25, Hannah the wife of Wm. Ghent of Faceby.

On the 16th ult. Ellen the wife of Capt. Appleton of Great Ayton, aged 65 years.

On the 25th ult. Deservedly respected, Mr James Appleton, Farmer, of Little Busby, aged 59

On the 28th ult. Of Consumption, Robt. Merry Wilkinson, son of Mr Paul Wilkinson, of Seaton Hall near Hinderwell, aged 21.

STOKESLEY RACES 1843

Stewards:- 
G Petty and H Hick, Esquires

Mr Wm Braithwaite     )

Mr John Wilstrop         )  Committee of Management

Mr J B Tweddell          )

Mr Thos. Stephenson   )

Monday, June 12th 1843.

The Cleveland Hunter’s Stake of 2 Sovereigns each, with 15 Sovereigns added, for horses which have never won £100 at any one time, and that have been regularly hunted this season, open to all England. – Four years old, 9st 9lb. – Five years old, 10st 7lb. – Six years old and aged, 11st 7lb. – Thoroughbred horses 7lb extra.  Second horse to have his stake.  Twice round the course to each heat.  Gentlemen Riders.  Three to enter and start, or no race.  Certificates of qualification to be produced at the time of entry, from the master of the hunt.

On the same day, a SILVER CUP, value 15 Sovereigns, by horses of all ages, who never won £50 in plate or stake, before the day of naming.  Three years old, 6st 10lb. – Four, 7st 7lb. – Five, 8st 2lb. – Six, 8st 10lb. – Aged, 9st.  To pay 1 sovereign entrance.  Three to enter and start, or no race.  Twice round the course to each heat.

Tuesday, June 13th 1843.

A SWEEPSTAKES of 3 Sovereigns each, p.p. with 20 Sovereigns added, for horses that never won £100 at any one time.  Three years old, 7st 4lb. – Four, 8st 5lb. – Five, 9st. – Six, and aged, 9st 7lb.  Mares and Geldings allowed 3lb.  The winner of a £50 to carry 5lbs extra.  The second horse to have his stake.  Twice round the course to one heat.

On the same day, THE TRADESMAN’S STAKE of 10 Sovereigns, by horses of all ages, that never won £50, at any one time, matches and sweepstakes excepted.  Three years old, 6st 10lb. – Four, 7st 7lb. – Five, 8st 2lb. – Six, 8st 10lb. Aged, 9st.  The winning horses of any of the above stakes to carry 7lb extra weight.  Twice round the course to one heat.  To pay 1 sovereign entrance.  Three to enter and start, or no race.

The horses for the above stakes to be entered at or before 11 o’clock in the forenoon of Monday, the 12th of June 1843, at Mrs Wilstrop’s, the Black Swan Inn, Stokesley;  and none will be allowed to enter after that time.

A distance each day, bridles and saddles included in all weights, and no allowance for waste.  All disputes to be determined by the stewards, or whom they may appoint, and their decision to be final.  Certificates and qualifications to be produced at the time of entry.

The Races will positively commence at Two o’clock each day.
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